
in the flow. There is also a transitional stage between laminar and turbulent flows, in which the 

dye stream will wander about and show intermittent bursts of mixing, followed by a more laminar 

behavior. 

The Reynolds number (Re), provides a useful way of characterizing the flow.  It is defined as: 

where ( ) is the kinematic viscosity of the water (Figure 7.2), v is the mean flow velocity and d is the 

diameter of the pipe. 

The Reynolds number is a dimensionless parameter that is the ratio of the inertial (destabilizing) force 

to the viscosity (stabilizing) force. As Re increases, the inertial force becomes relatively larger, and the 

flow destabilizes and becomes fully turbulent. 

The Reynolds experiment determines the critical Reynolds number for pipe flow at which laminar 

flow (Re<2000 ) becomes transitional (2000<Re<4000 ) and the transitional flow becomes turbulent 

(Re>4000). The advantage of using a critical Reynolds number, instead of critical velocity, is that the 

results of the experiments are applicable to all Newtonian fluid flows in pipes with a circular cross-

section. 

Figure 7.2: Kinematic Viscosity of Water at Atmospheric Pressure. 
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