
Figure 2.9. 
A pie chart 
displaying 
12 
categories 
of television 
viewing in 
Ontario in 
2004 
provides 
too much 
visual 
information
, making it 
hard to 
read. 

False Causation 

Correlation does not imply causation. 
If you’ve ever taken a statistics or data analysis course, you 

have almost certainly come across this common phrase. It 
means that, just because two trends seem to fluctuate 
alongside each other, it doesn’t prove that one causes the other 
or that they are related in a meaningful way. 
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