Figure 1.10. Migrant remittances inflows (in US$ billion)
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Source: World Bank and KNOMAD (2021)

Table 1.4. Growth in migrant remittance inflows

Average Annual Growth Remittance
inflows in 2020

2000-2004 2004-2009 2009-2014 2014-2019 2019-2020 (US$ Million)

Cambodia 7.5% -0.7% 50.6% 6.7% -16.6% 1,272
Indonesia 9.4% 29.5% 4.7% 6.4% -17.3% 9,651

Lao PDR 4.0% 115.7% 38.0% 9.5% -10.6% 265

Malaysia 18.6% 7.1% 6.9% 0.7% -11.2% 1,454
Myanmar 2.7% -14.1% 102.7% 5.4% -71.1% 2,250
Philippines  10.6% 11.7% 7.5% 4.2% -0.7% 34,913
Thailand -0.9% 18.6% 11.4% 4.6% -1.2% 8,067
Viet Nam 11.5% 21.1% 14.8% 7.2% 1.2% 17,200

Source: World Bank and KNOMAD (2021)

In the Philippines, of the returning Filipino migrant workers in 2020, 55 percent
earned a monthly income of between PHP20,000 and PHP50,000, and 19
percent earned between PHP5000 and PHP20,000. Before their return, 50
percent reported remitting amounts ranging from PHP10,000 to PHP20,000
(US$200 to US$400) monthly. It is highly unlikely that the families of these
migrant workers would have savings to rely on after they lost their jobs.
Additionally, 83 percent of these workers were still unemployed after three
months, resulting in a 60 percent drop in household income for 48 percent of
the returned migrant workers.
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