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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int001 1

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr ~ Keble

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1902 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Postman Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 11. One sister died aged 12 years. Seven boys, 3 girls. Good parents,
disciplined upbringing. One lodger.

Marriage
Married with two daughters. No date.

Housing

Two-up-two-down tied cottage in Aingers Green then to a similar cottage on St
Osyth/Great Bentley border (north-east Essex) built of bricks from demolished
Napoleonic war barracks. Two wells for 10 cottages.

Education
Educated to Standard six age 14 years.

Parents work history
Father, a horseman on farm, mother in domestic service before marriage, then casual
farm and laundry work.

Work history
Started work as a telegraph boy, then a postman.

Politics
Father a Liberal; Mr K had leanings to Labour in early 1920s.

Religion
Nonconformist then Church of England. Sunday School. Grace at meals.

Leisure
Football on green, paper chases, magic lantern shows by missionaries. Parents had no
outside interests and rarely entertained.
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Health and childbirth
Parents paid into Ancient Order of Foresters and doctor's club. Mother had severe
headaches. Mother attended by local woman but doctor also present at births.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.
Strong sense of community and mutual aid. Incomers form East End seen as ‘rough’.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 55
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int002 2

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr ~ Stinchcombe

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1896 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Farm labourer Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Youngest of 5 children.

Marriage
1915, wife aged 19. Two children. Mr K helped with housework and childcare when
necessary.

Housing
Two-up-two-down tied cottage in Woodley Acton. Quite isolated, water supply from
pond 150 yards away. One lodger. On marriage, moved to larger house in Old
Sodbury.

Education
Left school at 13 with Leaving Certificate. Attended evening classes in carpentry and
arithmetic.

Parents work history
Father, a farm labourer, mother- in domestic service before marriage then took in
laundry.

Work history
Farm labourer.

Politics
Unaware of father's politics. Voted Liberal himself.

Religion
Church of England. Attended prayer meetings at neighbouring farms. Bell- ringing.

Leisure
Ice-skating and sledging in winter and enjoyed long walks. Sunday School treats.
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Lodger played the violin.

Health and childbirth
Eye problems necessitated hospital visits. Broken ankle in tractor accident which kept
him out of the army. Refers to himself as a cripple.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural ~ ~
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~ Includes 29 page pilot interview

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int003 3

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs ~ Duckers

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1892 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Cleaner Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Seven children, 1 of twin girls - second in birth order. Family had help in house.
Mother had drink problem - recovered.

Marriage
1912. Two children, girl and boy.

Housing

Born in King Street, moved to Highgate, then Pimlico, then return to nine room house
in King Street 1 lodger. Went to Broadstairs on marriage, 1 room apart from husband
who 'lived in'. Back to family home, shared with sister.

Education
Church School, then school in Millburn at eight to nine years - learned French. Left at
14. Briefly attended evening classes in shorthand/typing.

Parents work history

Father started as chimneysweep boy, then HP messenger, worked for Doulton China
and a tea taster. Ran chimney sweep business with Government contracts until
retirement.

Work history
Domestic work until marriage. Husband a tram conductor, 'living in’ then taken into
chimney sweeping business.

Politics
Father was Treasurer of local Conservative party, helped with electioneering. Daily
Telegraph reader. Grandfather a Freemason.

Religion
Mission Chapel
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Leisure

Father member of Oval and Lords Cricket Clubs. As a child Mrs D danced in
pantomime and acted at Camden Theatre, had piano and singing lessons. Family
musical evenings and annual seaside holidays.

Health and childbirth

Husband injured as chimney sweep, ill for three and a half years. TB test at Colindale
Tubercular Hospital negative though convinced he had TB. Born early years of
marriage. Doctor present at confinements but 'a terrible doctor' - difficult birth.

Miscellaneous

Mrs D's husband on parish relief when unemployed. Extensive information on
running of household and childrearing and social class. Father fined after taking horse
and cart into City of London after hours. Kicked by policeman.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London

Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ 19.02.1968 Includes 22 page pilot interview
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 78

XML Text
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int004 4

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Gus Knifton

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1887 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
General Omnibus Skilled manual

Co.

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Fifth of 13 children, mother raised 8 of them. Live in maid.

Marriage
1912. One son and three daughters. Thirty to 40 wedding guests.

Housing
Lived over family dairy in Britannia St five rooms with cowshed under shop. Moved
to live over antiques shop then a pub. On marriage, small flat in Walthamstow.

Education

Church school then to St Thomas Charterhouse until 13 years. Music, school
swimming pool, and physiology lectures, staff wore gowns. Father interested in law -
self educated.

Parents work history
Father ran a dairy with 15 cows, later an antique dealer and publican.

Work history
Started with a silversmith/jeweller, joined army at 16, discharged as under age.
Maintenance engineer with London Omnibus Company. Joined a Trade Union.

Politics
Father a Radical who attended meetings of Bloomsbury Radical Club but had many
Conservative friends. Mother, Conservative.

Religion
Church of England, St Mary's Hoxton where father a church warden. Clergyman an
alcoholic. Grace at meals.
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Leisure

Father a keen sportsman, athletics, fencing, highland dancing - awarded Caledonian
Shield. Prize boxer. Read Daily Telegraph and Reynolds News. Mr Knifton very keen
on music hall

Health and childbirth
Mr Knifton a heavy drinker.

Miscellaneous

Father organised local soup kitchen over long period. Provided aid during Cabmen's
strike. Ninety-five cabs in his funeral procession. Extensive information on running of
household and childrearing and social class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London

Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ 27.02.1968 Includes 14 page pilot interview
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 74

XML Text
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int005 5

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr John Troy

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1888 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Farm Worker Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Seven children in family.

Marriage
1913. Two children. Girl born in 1915, boy in 1925

Housing
Born in Leyton, two years later family moved to three bed terraced house in Hanwell.
Lived for 79 years in Hanwell - various moves. Rented three bed house there on
marriage.

Education
Church school, left at 12 and a half. Member of very successful school football team.
Expert map-drawer and good Civil Service handwriting.

Parents work history

Head Gardener at Claybury Hall, Essex then a removal contractor. Gave up to become
a Council gardener until retirement. Mother a tie-maker before marriage.
Childminding after husband's death in 1914.

Work history

First job as greengrocer's assistant, then a gardener. Three years army service
followed by job as a railway cellar man. Wife in domestic service before marriage,
continued part-time and war work as spring maker.

Politics
No interest

Religion
Baptist chapel. Mother went to Mothers Union. At 17, attended local parish church,
remained Church of England. Church club had eight football teams but had to attend
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extra bible classes.

Leisure
Sunday School outings, seaside excursions. Father had large allotment - 40 rabbits,
goats etc. Read The People and Lloyds News. Mr Troy very active in local Allotment
Society.

Health and childbirth

~

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Mr
Troy has compiled a list of interesting material relevant to the period.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London

Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ 31.05.1968 Includes 21 page pilot interview
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 85
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int006 6

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs ~ Craig

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1900 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Tailoress Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest child with 3 brothers. Parents strict about behaviour and respect for teachers.
Woman came in to do laundry for business and rough work.

Marriage
1923

Housing

Born Marylebone High St in two furnished rooms, moved to three rooms in Drury
Lane (first to have gas installed), to house in Catford with garden, then to tenement
house in Bloomsbury ‘as mother missed London'.

Education

Church of England school in Castel St connected with St Martin-in-the-Fields. Went
to trade School in Queen's Sq. for two years to learn millinery. Father spoke French,
mother, a linguist speaking French, Italian, German and Spanish.

Parents work history

Hairdressing business in Drury Lane and expanded with two other shops, six staff,
and open until 10 or 11pm. Mother, a cook in Paris before marriage then worked in
shop. Addressed as 'madam’ by locals.

Work history

Started at Bourne and Hollingsworth as 1st hand at 15 shillings a week. On marriage,
became a tailoress, home worker with husband - sweated trade working till 1Z1pm and
Sundays. High Quality firm making clothes for Clark Gable, Robert Taylor. Still
working part-time.

Politics
Father a Liberal. Mrs Craig a Liberal.
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Religion

Sunday School at Holy Trinity, Kingsway and became a Sunday School teacher at
London Medical Mission. Attended St Georges, Great Ormond St where Handel used
to play. Later became a Nonconformist. Grace at meals.

Leisure

Father read Daily Chronicle, Titbits, French newspaper. One penny fairy stories for
children. Walks in Regents Park. French and Italian visitors, discussing politics.
Concerts at Queen's, Aeolian and Wigmore Halls as neighbour a celebrated violinist.

Health and childbirth
Daughter had to go to Great Ormond Street as a child, no reason given.

Miscellaneous

Family very patriotic. Refers to Peabody Buildings and philanthropic work of Captain
Coram. Very sensitive to surrounding poverty, sense of injustice. Parents contributed
to parties for poor children in local area. VVery rough people around Covent Garden. If
poor, important to be honest and respectable. Extensive information on running of
household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London

Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ 08.03.1968 Includes 18 page pilot interview
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 61

XML Text
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int007 7

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Clara Wilson

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1887 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Head laundress Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 2. Brother, a gifted violinist went to USA. Very strict father, quite severe
beatings. Mother was very enterprising, starting own business. Domestic help in
house.

Marriage

Engaged to soldier in 9th Lancers but he was killed. Informed by envelope marked
‘Casualty No.” Met husband in institution where she worked and married ¢1920 with
two children.

Housing
Born in Dulwich, moved to large rented house in Thornton Heath with 12 rooms. Left
home to live in Canterbury, but returned home due to outbreak of war.

Education

School in Thornton Heath the sent to Skerry's College, a commercial school in
Croydon for two years but left at 14 due to ill-health. All male teachers taught cross
tots, map drawing, manuscript writing for entry to Civil Service.

Parents work history

Seven year apprenticeship in compositing at Eyre & Spottiswood but only worked
eight years due to ill health. Mother was breadwinner, ran a laundry business.
Employing two washers and a silk washer.

Work history

Helped in business delivering laundry, put her tips in national savings. Laundry work
in Canterbury, living in private asylum and became head laundress. After marriage,
worked as a presser in another hospital.

Politics
Mother was strong Labour; her father had come over to UK after potato famine.
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Father was a Liberal and was more conservative in his views. Parents argued about
politics and went to political meetings. Clara apolitical but anti-Conservative.

Religion
Roman Catholic but thinks the Pope is ‘daft’ over the pill business.

Leisure
Father read Croydon times, Reynolds News and all the Catholic papers. Parents had
little time for leisure. Clara went to Band of Hope.

Health and childbirth

Father had lead poisoning which led to pericarditis. Brother had very delicate health.
Clara had anaemia resulting in a dropsy condition so had to leave school. Her husband
sustained serious injury at work causing his immediate death.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town London London

Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Elizabeth Sloan ?72.27.1968 Includes 26 page pilot interview

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int008 8

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr James Rook

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1887 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Porter Unskilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Nine children, 6th in birth order. Parents strict over behaviour, taught to be honest and
truthful. Father helped with housework and cooking.

Marriage
1908. Two children, son and daughter. Daughter died aged 19.

Housing
Born in No 10 King's Cross Mews in three rooms, as family grew moved to No 13 in
same row.

Education
Winchester Road School then went to All Soul's School as teachers were too strict.
Left at 14. Father was illiterate, mother read newspapers to him.

Parents work history
A navvy, often unemployed. At such times, family just managed to exist.

Work history

Did odd jobs and milk round as a boy to earn a penny. Started as a milkman at 15
shillings a week, then delivery boy for greengrocer. Went on to be a horse keeper in
cab yard and used to take horses to Hatfield for a rest. Job ended due to coming of
taxis. Became a butcher in King's College Road where he had to buy own his smock
and apron then joined the army returning, after the war, as a market porter. Wife
continued domestic service after marriage.

Politics
Family had no interest but voted Labour.

Religion
Church of England Sunday School at St Paul's, Avenue Road. Grace at meals.
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Leisure

Joined Band of Hope as a boy and stayed on until a young man. Father would take
family for long walks to Golders Green, 'into the country'. Went to Bedford Music
Hall in Camden Town

Health and childbirth
Wounded in stomach during war.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~ Includes 20 page pilot interview

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 82

XML Text
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID

2000int009 9

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Edward Wiffen
William

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1897 Male Not married

Occupation Occupational class

Bottler - mineral Semi-skilled manual

water

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 8, 2 children died before he was born. Had a very strict upbringing and
life was a real struggle with emphasis on respectability? Parents paid into coal club
and boot club.

Marriage
Not married

Housing
Born in Dedham in gardener's cottage, moved a year later to four room cottage off
Priory Street, Colchester. Then moved to East Hill, Colchester.

Education

St James Church School, influenced by domineering parson who was at odds with
Education Committee over separation of boys and girls. Boys went to makeshift
classroom in Congregational chapel, unsuitable and primitive conditions. Unnecessary
emphasis on Re

Parents work history
Gardener at The Grove, Dedham. Mother did domestic work for local doctor.

Work history

As a boy ran errands and delivered out work to factory. Started work in brewery and
mineral water plant doing deliveries and collecting bottles, mainly ginger beer and
lemonade in uncovered wagon. Then worked in bottling plant which was very heavy
work.

Politics
Thought father probably voted Conservative as he worked for gentry. Went to Liberal
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teas at elections, an exciting time with political meetings and street activity. Houses
were covered with posters and propaganda.

Religion
Church of England. Parents went to St James, Colchester but parson was unpopular as
very domineering and bigoted. Sunday School. Discussion on poverty of curates.

Leisure

Shows at the Hippodrome and the excitement of Sangers Circus - very big events with
bands and street processions. Brother did rug making with his own designs. A keen
reader and belonged to local library. On Good Friday, custom of boys and girls and
adults

Health and childbirth

Sister died of appendicitis after operation. Brother had weak heart so stayed home to
help in house. Local hospitals supported by street collections and 'pound day' with
gifts of groceries.

Miscellaneous

Sunday afternoon assemblies of Friendly Societies with banners flying, attended by
Mayor and Corporation and Fire Brigade. Remembered memorial services for Queen
Victoria. Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 71
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int010 10

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Harry Taylor

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1885 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Wheelright Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Youngest of 8. Mother cured own hams and took in hams for curing with sometimes
20 hams hanging in chimney. Large pit called a bumble in garden for rubbish. As
grew older slept with father, mother slept with sisters. Brother had pony and trap for
hire - ¢

Marriage
Married in 1915 while in army. Two children, a son who took Holy Orders and
became a monk at Buckfast Abbey. Daughter, unmarried, a teacher.

Housing

Born in Chatley, hamlet of Waltham. House had Post Office in corrugated lean to and
workshop behind. Stayed there until World War I. After marriage, went to Norwich,
then Coggeshall and then Kelvedon.

Education
Left with leaving certificate. At local school, became a monitor teaching infants. Sang
song about Pears Soap at school concert. Played in school fife and drum band.

Parents work history

Grandfather a wheelwright, parish clerk and sexton. Father a wheelwright and sub-
postmaster who had to be sworn in before a Justice of the Peace. Two sisters helped in
Post Office. Before marriage, mother took in mangling (info on box mangle).
References

Work history

Helped father and delivered telegrams then became wheelwright with father.
Discussion of cutting trees and oak spokes. Army in Mesopotamia and Dardanelles,
1915-1919. Post war, wheelwright business went down so worked as a carpenter then
in metal store at Hoffmans, Chelmsford. After accident, had lighter job in laboratory.
Wife, a teacher.
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Politics
Conservative with medal from Conservative MP for Mid-Essex for united effort at
1910 Election.

Religion
Church of England, Great Leighs Church. HT's wife was a Baptist.

Leisure

Local pea picking holidays from school and went to annual Whit Monday Fair at St
Anne's Castle (pub). Joined Territorials in 1908, inspected by Field Marshall Sir
Evelyn Wood.

Health and childbirth
Foot crushed when working in metal shop.

Miscellaneous

Strong feeling of community. HT has written a four page document on the Church at
Great and Little Leighs and other memories. Refers to George Sturt's book on
wheelwrights. Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and
class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Kelvedon East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 96
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int011 11

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Norris Thompson

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1905 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Manager/owner of Employers and
family shop managers

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Two children, 1 sister. Strict upbringing but fair with no favouritism. His father was
king-pin and his word was final. Mother was over-protective.

Marriage
two sons.

Housing

Born in Gravesend, in middle-class neighbourhood, moved to nearby road at two
years then to larger house built by his father with tennis court and croquet lawn. Two
live-in servants and a gardener. Family then moved to Woking.

Education

Started at co-ed prep school, went to Woking Count School at eight and then into
Senior school. Nearly went to boarding school but too late for entry. Quite a lot of
bullying. Left at 17, not encouraged by parents to go to University as family business
wa

Parents work history
Owner of grocery business.

Work history
Joined family grocery business.

Politics

Father's politics not known but he allowed Conservatives to use one room and
Liberals another in his house. Doubtful if mother voted after 1918. NT went to
political meetings, probably Liberal.

Religion
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Nonconformist. Bible class on Sunday in the house and family prayers. Mother's
whole life was religion and good works. Very strict Sundays. Grace at meals.
Missionaries often stayed in house. NT had fear of Second Coming - felt this was
imminent.

Leisure

Father a keen photographer, stamp collector and interested n gardens. He also played
the flute. Read Daily news and local paper. Peter Rabbit books and Children's
Newspaper as a child and NT read widely from library. Piano lessons and annual
seaside holid

Health and childbirth
Mother a semi-invalid with asthma. On principle, did not believe in doctors, prayer
was effective. Called doctor only if vitally necessary.

Miscellaneous

Father refused to become Justice of the Peace as he was against capital punishment.
Very consistent in his moral attitudes - looked after a Belgian baby for two years in
World War 1. Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and
class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Wilcot South West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 116
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int012 12

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Reginald Spurgeon

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1903 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Foreman Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eight children, 6th in birth order. Children looked after by childminder, called Broker
Spurgeons - nickname to differentiate families. Close but unemotional family
background. Father very confident and not deferential.

Marriage
Some sort of guilt complex about sex and was never happy with opposite sex as he
had no small talk. Met wife at WEA.

Housing
Born in Halstead in three bed terraced house owned by Co-op.

Education

Left Council School at 13. Wonderful headmaster, quite exceptional. Member of
WEA, Cambridge and national adult school where discussed range of topics each
week.

Parents work history

Grandfather a cabinet maker and then a market gardener. Father, an Iron Moulder at
local Tortoise Foundry Co. Father had polyphones in local pubs, collected money
monthly. Also dealt in old pianos and gramophones. Mother domestic work then silk
weaver.

Work history

Worked in Bakery, delivering bread for 15 shillings a week. Then into iron moulding,
making Tortoise stoves on piece work. Worked almost in the dark, black sand on
floor, carrying ladles of molten metal weighing two eight pounds. Organised AEU
and shop steward convenor. Made foreman after World War 1.

Politics
Father was a Socialist, attended Independent Labour Party group in Halstead. First
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Labour councillor on Essex County Council, ¢1920. Local councillor, Co-op
committee, Board of Guardians. RS only child in school to wear red rosette at
elections. He ran La

Religion
Congregational Sunday School but elder sister withdrawn from RE lessons. At 16,
went to Baptist chapel and their Young Men's Institute.

Leisure
Father read widely - Shakespeare, Chaucer, and Pope and took the Daily Herald. RS
saw plays by travelling rep company who stayed for 12 weeks, *Maria and the Red
Barn, East Lynn'. Annual Co-op treat, marching through streets with banners followed
by tea i

Health and childbirth
Brother contracted malaria in World War | and died of pneumonia.

Miscellaneous

At school, workhouse children conspicuous by their dress and hob-nailed boots. Good
descriptions of activities of Co-op in Halstead which had a strong presence there.
Mother worshipped Ramsey Macdonald and father was an active freethinker. Tells of
sister-in-law's involvement with Board of Guardians. Extensive information on
running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region

Interviewee's home Town Halstead East of England

Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~ Interview includes a letter
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int013 13

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Maud Agnes Baines

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1887 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Seven children, 4 girls lived and 3 boys died. Father was half Irish. Grandfather lived
with family. Strong teetotallers as grandmother died of drink. Mother was
temperamental and frustrated and rarely showed affection, unlike father. MB was an
attractive

Marriage

Married in 1913. Met husband at Literary Society. Two children. Daughter trained as
musician. Son intended to be a doctor then a painter. Deserted from army. Wrote
poetry and had variety of jobs..

Housing

Born in Enfield, nine or 10 roomed house with attics which was rented and later
owned. Lived in St Albans on marriage, then to a large house in Highgate where let
two upstairs flats.

Education

Private kindergarten and then to a private school until 17 years. Later she attended
lectures on literature and art at polytechnics. She would like to have gone to art
school.

Parents work history
Designer of men's clothing, a high class place in Bond Street. Mother never worked.

Work history

Helped at home until marriage. One sister was first woman bookkeeper at Old Vic.
Never worked but wrote recipes for Nursery World and two books, 'The Attractive
Food Reform' and 'How to Live Economically on Good Food'. Husband was an
architect.

Politics
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Father voted Liberal. MB's politics not revealed.

Religion
Church of England Sunday School at All Saints Church, very High Church. MB
afraid of hellfire and damnation and had terrible nightmares. Grace at meals.

Leisure

Father was very musical and played the clarinet. He was interested in drawing and
would take family for walks and cycle rides. Read travel books while mother read
novels. MB used to act in little plays and wrote simple poems.

Health and childbirth

MB was a very delicate child, suffering from severe indigestion and lung trouble. She
became an ardent food reformist and studied diet. Mother very fit and did exercises.
Father had severe attacks of bronchial asthma. Had not realised childbirth would be

Miscellaneous

Maternal grandfather had incestuous relationship with crippled daughter who had a
child. She went on the streets but was later 'redeemed by marriage'. Extensive
information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Judy Froshaug 28.10.1969

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 41

XML Text

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp

Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
1 Open reel No No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int014 14

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Fred Wash

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1899 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Overlooker Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
One sister a few years younger. Father kind but rather remote. Important to keep up
standards even in comparative poverty.

Marriage

Housing

Born in Halstead in rented three bed terrace of 16 houses, built by Co-op Society.
Some tenants able to buy houses with their dividends. Three aunts shared the house
until married. Took in girls from Courtaulds as lodgers.

Education

Left school at 13. Teacher wanted him to sit exam for Grammar school but uniform
was too expensive - very disappointed. Went to local branch of Mechanics Institute
with good library. After World War 1, involved in Workers” Educational Association.
Influen

Parents work history
Labourer in Silk Mill, first in Chelmsford, then in Halstead. Mother in service before
marriage, then took in laundry and did cleaning.

Work history

Started with a master house painter then worked at Coutaulds, oiling spindles, a soul
destroying job. Next moved into yarn store, identifying bobbins and then became an
apprentice overlooked. Joined the Flying Corps in 1917 and after war was made an
overlooker, joining branch of Association of Power Loom Overlookers, established in
1918.

Politics
Father a strong Liberal, in the nonconformist tradition. Disapproved of local
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Independent Labour Party because ‘they were all atheists’. Mother was more
progressive after husband's death. Battle cry of the Liberals, ‘The Lord gave the land
to the people'.

Religion

Congregationalist. Some religious books and paintings on religious themes in the
house. Father read the Bible and Christian Herald. Sunday school and Grace at meals.
Notes that mother was sickened by religiosity and refused church charity.

Leisure

Mother had great love of books and would like to have studied. Always went to Band
of Hope annual treat with processions headed by town band then tea and sports. Also
Co-op treat. Belonged to Coutauld's sports club where he played football and cricket.
Re

Health and childbirth
Family paid into Foresters Society and Pearl insurance for health grant. Father
strained his heart due to heavy lifting. He was invalided from work and died aged 54.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Halstead East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 65

XML Text
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp
Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
2 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int015 15

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Alice Lambert

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1885 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Two sisters, twin boy died aged 1 and a half.

Marriage
1905

Housing
Born in Great Bentley, Essex in Two-up-two-down tithe cottage with outside bake
house and well. On marriage, moved to tithe cottage in same village.

Education

Started at small school in Ainger's Green, with one room and a gallery. Moved on to
Wesleyan school and later to the newly built school in the village. Father was
illiterate.

Parents work history
Head horseman on farm. Mother was a cook before marriage then worked as fruit
picker and picking up stones from fields.

Work history

Went into service aged 12 with a butcher but was very unhappy there so found
another place at Wick Farm, where her father worked, with a kind Scottish family.
Worked there as a live-in maid for six years until she married when her sister took
over the job. Her husband also a horseman. Mrs L did not work after marriage.

Politics
No reference.

Religion
Methodist. Attended Sunday school and chapel and became a Sunday school teacher.
Grace at meals.
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Leisure
Played marble and skipping games. Went on a holiday to Scotland with her employer.
Mother read Suffolk Chronicle and Mercury to father.

Health and childbirth
Family paid into Prudential insurance and doctor's club. Husband suffered from
bronchial asthma. Mrs L had a nervous breakdown after her marriage, possibly due to
neighbours' gossip (?).

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int016 16

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Robert Jaggard

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1882 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Thatcher Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Three Brothers, 3 sisters, third in birth order. Good parents and a happy family
environment.

Marriage
Married in 1916. They had been together at Ardleigh school and ‘walked out' for 10-
12 years. No children

Housing
Born in two up two down cottage in Ardleigh Essex and on marriage took over the
cottage of his in-laws.

Education
Village school. Left at 12, at Standard 4. Disliked school and had memories of a cruel
schoolmaster. Number of children attending written up on blackboard each day.

Parents work history
Farm worker who sold garden vegetables for extra income. Mother was in domestic
service before marriage and then did laundry work and casual farm work.

Work history

Started on farm, leading horse for drilling corn, then ploughing. Became a thatcher in
1907 then took over the business. Employed one man. He enjoyed having a trade
which gave him a sense of satisfaction. Wife in service before marriage.

Politics
Apolitical.

Religion
Attended morning service and Sunday School at Methodist chapel and became a
Sunday school teacher. On Whitsunday, they held a whole day anniversary meeting
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with recitations 'Amen Corner' ' Nothing to pay' 'There's a screw loose'. Grace at
meals.

Leisure

A musical family, in which RJ played the flute, two brothers the violin, father the
clarinet and grandfather the bassoon. They always played sacred music, especially
Moodie and Sankey hymns.

Health and childbirth
Paid into Foresters club from age 13, others in village into Tendring Hundred Blue
Club.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int017 17

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Alice Jaggers

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1884 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
One sister, 2 brothers. A very happy family with good parents.

Marriage
Married in parish church in 1916, wearing grey as her mother had recently died.

Housing
Born in a cottage in Ardleigh and took this over when parents died.

Education
Local school in Ardleigh and left at 14. Father could hardly read, mother read to him.

Parents work history
Farm worker. Mother made butter and looked after fowls for local farmer.

Work history

Started as a general live-in maid to a chaplain in the forces in Colchester at a shilling
and six pence a week where she paid for own uniform. And then went to a
schoolmaster's family. After that, she was generally in service with military families.
She did not work after marriage.

Politics

Father was a Liberal, a member of Ardleigh Liberal Association and mother would
also vote. Her parents would discuss politics and attend political meetings and as a
girl, she would cycle round putting up posters etc. A very Conservative area.

Religion
Church of England.

Leisure
Enjoyed cycling and reading, especially 'Wentworth' series of books, Mrs Henry
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Wood and Annie Swan and reciting poems. Mother would submit exhibits for local
show. Read the Suffolk Mercury, Evening star and Essex County Standard. She and
her husband would

Health and childbirth

Miscellaneous

AJ notes that it was difficult to find servants during World War 1 as girls went into
war work. During the interview, her husband chimes in with some interesting
information on thatching. Extensive information on running of household and
childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~ Multiple speakers (NS??)

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 76

XML Text
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp
Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
1 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int018 18

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Percy Hiscock

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1892 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Baker and Skilled manual
Roundsman

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Four children, 2 brothers and a sister, second in birth order. Mother died when brother
was a year and he was 3 years so brought up by grandmother. The alternative would
have been the workhouse. Family had a benefactor, an American woman who gave
grandmot

Marriage

Married in 1916 by special licence in London but were unable to have children. Met
his wife while delivering at Wilcot Manor and they were engaged for five years.
Employers gave her six chairs and silver cutlery as wedding presents.

Housing

Born in a cottage in Wilcot, Wiltshire. On marriage, moved to a cottage in Wilcot
which they later bought with money left by an aunt, called Rosedale, after vicar who
married them.

Education
Started aged 3, dressed in petticoats (photo) and left at 14. Learnt gardening at school.
He enjoyed his school life.

Parents work history
Cowman and gamekeeper then the village sexton, digging graves and clearing the
churchyard.

Work history

Baker and deliveryman for 34 years. Villagers would bring turkeys and cakes to
bakehouse at Christmas. During the war, served in Army Service Corps and King's
Rifles as a baker. Later worked at Pewsey Hospital as a pig man.

Politics
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Father a Liberal who always voted but did not discuss politics. Always a Conservative
MP for the area. PC was a Conservative.

Religion

Church of England Sunday school and morning service and became a Sunday school
teacher, ending up as superintendent with 60 children. Later became a church warden
and cleaned church brasses. There was no chapel in Wilcot.

Leisure

As a boy, he bred Angora rabbits for sale and acted in tableaux of Pilgrims Progress
and other plays and concerts, touring nearby villages. Sunday school outings to
Bournemouth. Before marriage, went to parties in servants’ hall at Dean Farrar Hall,
where

Health and childbirth

Father had arm cut off in chaff cutter and mother died in childbirth. PH was wounded
in the leg by an explosive bullet in the war. He was in Bethnal Green Hospital for one
year.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Wife
recorded deaths of pets in family bible.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Wilcot South West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int019 19

Title First name(s) Second name
Miss Catherine Bailey

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1890 Female Not married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Raised in the Tendring workhouse then taken to a foster home. Her 3 siblings were
bought up by grandmother but she was too delicate. Never knew her father though he
was named on birth certificate as a journeyman carpenter. Visited once by an aunt and
uncl

Marriage
Unmarried

Housing
Born in Walton-on-Naze then to Tendring Union. Foster family live in Great Bentley.

Education

Wesleyan Day School, held at the Methodist Chapel, and then in 1896 went to newly
built village school. Left at 14 then returned and stayed until 16 as unable to work but
was taught nothing new. She received prizes for attendance.

Parents work history
Foster father as a gardener and mother would sell teas on village green at annual lamb
sales.

Work history

Went into domestic service but work too heavy so Board of Guardians arranged for
her to return to school. First job in service at two shillings and six pence a week for
five years which was very hard, cleaning boots, delivering milk and general
housework. When she was out with employer's child, not allowed to speak to anyone,
even her foster father. Left due to ill health then went to a new job where she was
treated as a member of the family. Her employer was the first woman she felt she
could talk to. Difficult to take her holiday as foster mother would not have her at
home so stayed with neighbours.
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Politics
No reference to politics.

Religion

Used to go to Methodist Sunday school at 10am then chapel at 11am, Sunday School
again in the afternoon and evening chapel. Felt this as a way of getting her out of the
house. Did recitations.

Leisure

Sunday school treats when marched across the green with the village brass band and
outing to Clacton where she got lost and whole village knew of this. Recalls the
visiting Timbertoe Puppet Shows at the Red Lion. Local fairs and Dell's Wild Beast
show whe

Health and childbirth

Disabled from birth, called herself a cripple. Suffered from ulcers and anaemia and
had all her front teeth removed at 16 due to pyorrhoea. This cost 12 guineas which
had to be repaid to stepmother.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int020 20

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr ~ Aldridge

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1897 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Railwayman Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Seven children. Sixth in birth order, 4 sisters and a brother.

Marriage
No date. Two sons and a daughter.

Housing

Born in Thorrington in old wooden house, called The Old Barracks. Moved to three
bed house there as a child. Lived in lodgings as a railway worker, sometimes sleeping
in carriages.

Education
Church school in Thorrington. Left at 13, standard 7. Received prizes for attendance.

Parents work history

Father was a signalman on the railway then a Council roadman and finished up as a
farm labourer. He earned extra money as the part-time village barber in his spare time.
Mother was a schoolteacher before marriage.

Work history

As a boy, helped to herd cattle and general farm work. Started as a farm labourer then
went on the railway at 16 years as a signalman and then a passenger guard for 50
years. Railway work less hard physically. Joined army in 1915, returning to railway.

Politics
Father never talked about politics.

Religion
Church of England Sunday School and Sunday Services. Local farmers had their own
pews.
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Leisure

Father went to church club for men only. Sunday School treats, hare and hounds,
cricket and football. He joined the Scouts and recalls just one visit to Clacton. As a
young man, had little leisure time due to shift work

Health and childbirth

~

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int021 21

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Etta Dan

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1891 Female Don't know
Occupation Occupational class
Teacher Professional

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Marriage

~

Housing

Education

~

Parents work history

Work history

Politics

Religion

~

Leisure

Health and childbirth

~

Miscellaneous
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int022 22

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Clifford Hills

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1904 Male Don't know
Occupation Occupational class
Farm labourer Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Four children. Two brothers, a sister and a step-brother. Third in birth order.
Grandmother also lived with them. Father had 11 in his family, all living to 80 or 90
years. Father was a very kind man, with a wonderful sense of humour. A happy
childhood.

Marriage

Housing
Born in old wooden house in Great Bentley, Essex. Two up two down, plus two attics
with very low ceilings. The well was 50 yards away and the stairs were just a ladder.
Father kept a pig to pay annual rent of 10 pounds. On marriage moved in with
mother-in

Education

Local village school, left at 12 and half. Interested in geography and far away places.
Father did not attend school but learned to read aged 70. Noted that radio had helped
to educate people.

Parents work history

Grandfather was a shepherd and horseman. Father started as a bricklayer, then farm
labourer where learned to thatch corn stacks. Very good with animals Interesting
material on sheep. Eventually went to Essex County Council repairing gullies. Mother
had be

Work history

As a boy, used to herd sheep on village green, did a paper round and worked as a
kitchen boy for local doctor. His first main job was a full-time kitchen boy and
gardener. He also worked as a stockman and farm labourer. Joined army in 1940 as a
chauffeur and then continued as chauffeur/gardener. Wife did casual farm work as a
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girl. His uncle, a firebrand, organised the first branch of the Workers Union in the
village which gradually gained strength and succeeded in raising wages. CH was not a
Trade Union member.

Politics

Father was Liberal one year; Conservative another. The house would be decorated
with either blue or yellow ribbons. Normally he voted accordingly to whom he
worked for - no serious ideas on politics - just election antics.

Religion

Church of England Sunday School and morning service then afternoon Sunday
School and evening service with his mother and sang in the church choir. Father went
to chapel. His wife was a Methodist, like all the gypsies in the area.

Leisure

Father kept bees and had an allotment. CH took part in boxing matches, cross country
runs, football and cricket on the green, where they were only allowed to play on the
rough part. At the Great Bentley Cricket Club, irrespective of ability, working-class

Health and childbirth

CH believed mother died of malnutrition, diagnosed as anaemia. She had endless
headaches, always using smelling salts. Swarms of flies from next door slaughter
house was very unhealthy. Father cured of eczema, caused by sheep dip, by gypsy
remedy. CH had

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Father
used to poach rabbits and pheasants but though threatened was never summoned.
Aware of Saturday night fights due to drunkenness with police having difficulty in
controlling the crowds. Police asked for assistance 'In the name of the King'. Poverty
of families living in the brickfields whose children were thin and badly clothed and
who never seemed to recover from this poverty, and had lost the will to change their
life. CH compares church goers to the railways with first, second and third class
passengers - farmers at the front, tradesmen in the middle and the working-class
always in pews at the back of the church. He was angry that he, a churchgoer, had to
work on Good Friday while the farmer went to church. Villagers would keep chickens
in coops on the Green, now forbidden and local tradesmen grazed their horses there
which the village boys rode bareback. CH was very sensitive to class divisions.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Thea Thompson 30.12.1969;

06.01.1970;

27.09.1971;

14.02.1974;

27.02.1974,
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int023 23

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs ~ Annely

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1905 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Departmental store Semi-skilled manual
assistant

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 3 children, 1 brother, 1 sister, another brother died aged 1 month.
Maternal grandmother came weekly to help with washing. Paternal grandparents had
a grocery shop so helped out financially. A wonderful father, but rather withdrawn
who was ver

Marriage
Married in 1928 with two children.

Housing
Born in Oxford in three bed house rented from an uncle and later moved to house left
by her grandmother.

Education

Went to East Oxford Board school and then to Senior School, leaving at 14. She sat
for scholarship and passed for technical school but family unable to afford this.
School had Open days for parents. Those who were better off went to the Senior
Church Scho

Parents work history

Father was a house painter and decorator for Longhursts and became the foremen.
There were periods of unemployment in the winter. Mother was a cook for a doctor
before marriage but her husband did not believe in women working.

Work history
two year apprenticeship in a haberdashery store and was made first hand and then
section head.

Politics
Her father was not interested in national politics but inclined to the Liberals for local
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politics. Mother would vote as her husband voted.

Religion
Went to Sunday school at Congregational chapel and to morning service and sang in
the choir. She also belonged to the Congregational Welfare Club.

Leisure

Father played a variety of string and wind instruments, her mother would sing and
Mrs A played the piano. Mother enjoyed reading and read them the classics. Mrs A
has happy memories of long family walks, staying with relatives at Burcot and
outingsonah

Health and childbirth
Her mother was not very strong and used to have terrible bilious attacks and bad
periods. Mother would make her own cough remedies.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Oxford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID

2000int024 24

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr J.S. Adams

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1882 Male Married

Occupation Occupational class

Pottery manager Employers and
managers

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Youngest of 4 children. Two sisters and a brother and saw himself as an unwanted
child.

Marriage
Married in 1910 in the Methodist chapel with a guard of honour from the Boy's
Brigade and went to Blackpool for the honeymoon. They had two children. He met
his wife at church. Father in law, a former slip maker was the first Doctor of Music in
the Potter

Housing

Born in Normacott, moved to Stoke then back to Normacott where family owned two
neighbouring terraced houses (and one in Stoke) built for her father one of which was
left to Mr A. On marriage, they rented a two bed house and later bought their own
house.

Education

Started at St Peter's School, Stoke but 'not scholastically inclined'. Father had
contemplated his going on to high school but he died at that time and so he went to
Uttoxeter Board School until 14.

Parents work history

His father was a dipper and oven foreman which was very skilled work. He was on
Longton Town Council but died in 1893. (Information on pottery processes). Mother
was a dressmaker before marriage and lived on the rent from the three houses when
husband die

Work history
Started as a warehouse boy at Ainsley's, a premier china factory, but changed jobs and
became a clerk at Co-operative Wholesale Society depot and a member of the Clerk's
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Union. He was in the army for six months and then worked his way up in the Co-
operative Wholesale Society to management, joining the British Pottery Managers
Union. His wife was a teacher before marriage and later did home teaching for a child
with polio

Politics

Father was a Liberal, a Gladstonian man, and Mr Adams was also a liberal who still
took the Liberal News. He enjoyed going to political meetings and recalls the visit of
Lloyd George at Victoria Hall in 1910.

Religion

Family were Primitive Methodist where father was a lay preacher. There is a marble
slab to his memory in one of the Normacott chapels. Occasionally they had prayers at
home ‘when father felt moved to such a thing'. Grace at meals.

Leisure
Father enjoyed gardening. Annual holidays to Blackpool and Sunday School outings.
Joined the Boy's Brigade and enjoyed cycling and football. He would accompany his
brother to Stoke City Football Club matches. The family would entertain friends who
all wor

Health and childbirth

~

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Stoke-on-Trent  West Midlands
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int025 25

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr J.S. Hine

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1896 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Builders labourer Unskilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Seven children. Sixth in birth order in a very poor family due to father's drunkenness
and early death. Mother was very affectionate and helpful to neighbours - she would
lay out people in death without payment. She was a very independent woman with the
h

Marriage
1924

Housing

Born in Stoke-on-Trent in two up two down house with outside toilet and coal house.
Moved to a three bed house in Mount Pleasant, then another cheaper house where he
has lived ever since.

Education
Mother could read but only learnt to write aged 50. He went to Stoke St Peter's Junior
school and on to the Senior School, leaving at standard 6.

Parents work history

Grandfather was a master crate maker, his father, a foreman stone mason for the
largest building contractor in the Potteries who earned extra money carving grave
stones. He died aged 49. His mother did office cleaning and took in washing.

Work history

Started as an errand boy in a draper's shop, followed by a shoe shop. He worked in a
pot bank in a biscuit warehouse (info on pottery processes) then went down the pit
(info on coalmining). He joined the army and after 1919 became a labourer for the
Stoke Gas Works, returning to the pit then doing other casual work. He became an
oven drawer then took a permanent job as a marler later as a building labourer where
he joined a Trade Union.
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Politics
Father voted Liberal but not really interested in politics. JH went to political meetings
at Victoria Hall and heard Bevin, J.H. Thomas and Philip Snowden.

Religion

Church of England at Stoke St Peter's where he attended Sunday School, Bible class
and evening service. Mother was in the Mothers Union and the parson would call on
her weekly.

Leisure

Family always entertained family and friends. They would go to music hall at the
Hippodrome and to the pantomime on Boxing Day. His mother read the Liverpool
Weekly Post. JH went on Sunday School treats on barge to Trentham park, cycled and
played cricket

Health and childbirth

His father, who was a drunkard walked into a pool in Trentham Park and died of
pneumonia. JH, as a young lad, had an operation for appendicitis at Royal Infirmary.
He smashed his kneecap on a building site but received compensation via his Union.
Mother d

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. JH
commented that, at the time, you never thought about class at all.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Stoke-on-Trent ~ West Midlands
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Elizabeth Sloan 13.09.1968
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Text file name Interview ID
2000int026 26

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr James Darling

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1889 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Groom/gardner Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 7 children. Two brothers and 4 sisters with very affectionate parents. His
mother's older sister lived with the family.

Marriage
Married in 1910. No children.

Housing

Born in Warkworth New Barnes in two up two down tied cottage with a large garden
then moved to Borwick. They had an old fashioned four pole bed with a canopy. JH
lived in where he worked then moved into the Lodge. Later he moved into a Council
house.

Education

Started at the local school with a good country schoolmaster but was unhappy when a
new teacher from Newcastle arrived 'with town ideas'. They were given a lot of
homework. He left at standard 7.

Parents work history
Father was a farm labourer, mainly a shepherd, then a farm bailiff. Mother worked on
the farm before marriage and then milked the cows.

Work history

He worked on a farm for a year then went to Eastfield as a gardener/groom, where he
wore livery. He joined the army and was attached to the Serbian army and the Crown
Prince. In the army he learnt to drive and became a chauffeur. His wife was in service
before marriage.

Politics
Father was a Liberal but not interested in politics. It was a strong Liberal constituency
with Sir Edward Grey as MP. Mother voted the same as her husband.
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Religion

Strong Presbyterians, attending Sunday school and morning service. Father was an
Elder and on the Board of Management, positions later held by Mr D. The chapel had
a literary and debating society. Grace at meals.

Leisure

Would attend annual corn suppers at harvest time on different local farms.
Remembers the annual agricultural and flower shows and the fair held on Warkworth
Feast Day. At one time there was net salmon fishing but that was prohibited. Young
neighbours woul

Health and childbirth

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Recounts how
the Bishop of the Diocese refused to sit next to the Presbyterian Minister on a bus. He
thought more farmers went to the chapel as they would have to pay a tithe to the
Church of England. He knew everyone who lived in his street and thought everyone
was equal.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Morpeth North East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Elizabeth Sloan ~
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int027 27

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr John Glover

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1895 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Foreman Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eight children. Four died, 2 older brothers and an older sister. Mother remarried when
he was 11. They lived in a very impoverished household after father died and his
mother had to apply to Board of Guardians at Chell for help. His mother was a
difficult

Marriage
Married in 1922, having known his wife and her family all his life. They came
together through local whist drives.

Housing

Born in the poorest district of Wolstanton in two up two down house. They moved to
Chesterton to a small cottage with no back exit then returned to Wolstanton where she
remarried. They moved on to a larger house as needed more room with step-family.

Education
Started at a church school aged 3. Disliked school but enjoyed sport. Later went to
night school to be a fireman.

Parents work history

Father a brick maker out of work during a 13 week frost, died in 1900. Stepfather was
in the pit bank. Mother did charring and washing, worked for a short time in brickyard
but stopped when discovered by Guardians. She made extra money selling herb beer

Work history

First job as a butcher's delivery boy then into brickyard, catching tiles for better pay.
Went to the colliery on the screens but was sacked for playing cards and forbidden to
return home unemployed. Immediately got a job in the brickfield at Chesterton for
three weeks then back to the colliery on the pit bank then underground. He became a
deputy foreman, a shaftwinder, and then a pit fireman. He was in the army for four
years. His wife worked for a tile company until pregnant.
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Politics
Neither father or son had interest in politics

Religion

Went to the Methodist chapel and sang in the choir though mother went only on rare
occasions. Father was a non-practising Roman Catholic. Notes that Anglicans and
Wesleyans saw themselves as superior to other chapel goers.

Leisure

Father played in a fife and drum band and was a sporting man with a dog and a gun,
shooting rabbits. Band of Hope on Friday evenings and Sunday School treats on canal
boat to Burslem and Trentham Park. Mr G played cricket at Porthill, the only working
man

Health and childbirth
Father died of pneumonia in 1900.

Miscellaneous

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region

Interviewee's home Town Newcastle- West Midlands
under-Lyme

Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Text file name Interview ID
2000int028 28

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs ~ Close

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1897 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Teacher Professional

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 6. Three older sisters and 2 brothers. Received a lot of care from an older
sister who showed her affection. Father was a vegetarian and helped in the house
kneading dough and with childcare. A very close family where children were
expected to

Marriage
Married in 1928. Three children.

Housing
Born in a rented two up two down railway terrace in a suburb of Bradford. Later
moved to larger house with a bathroom.

Education
Father had a good education but no opportunity to use it. Started at local church
school then went to a girls school on a scholarship. Went on to London County
Council Training College at a fee of two five pounds per year. The qualification for
entry was

Parents work history

Father was apprentice to a carpet specialist but when married with a family had to
earn more money so he became an engine driver. He remained in the job until
retirement.

Work history
Mrs C was a teacher for 10 years before marriage and later returned to reaching.

Politics

Father was a Liberal, subscribing to the Liberal news, with photos of Gladstone and
Queen Victoria on the wall. Parents both interested in politics though father moved
towards socialism, becoming a member of the Labour Party. Mother remained a
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Liberal.

Religion

Family was Wesleyan Methodist and father always wore morning dress to chapel.
Attended Sunday School, morning chapel and prayer meetings when older plus
devotional meetings of the Methodist Guild.

Leisure

Whole family used to read at meals - classics and poetry. Mother threw out book by
Oscar Wilde as unsuitable. Father read the Telegraph, seen as the Liberal paper as
opposed to the Tory Argos. Father a member of the Oddfellows society. Parents went
to the

Health and childbirth

Mother was in hospital with Tuberculosis when young and came out with only one
lung. She had overheard the matron saying 'this girl will die’. Several members of the
family died of bovine Tuberculosis because they did farm work.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Parents
had real ambition for their children but people were judged more by their character
than their class position.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Stoke-on-Trent ~ West Midlands
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ 12.07.1968
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int029 29

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Minnie Elsie Jones

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1891 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Grocery shop Employers and
manager managers

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Ten children. Five brothers, 4 sisters, 2 of whom died in infancy. Mother was rather
reserved but loved her children and MJ recalls being part of a big, happy family.
Family clothes were made by a dressmaker.

Marriage

Married in 1925, aged 32, at St Luke's Church, Pontenewynydd rather than the chapel
to please her father. She wore grey as she was in half-mourning for her mother. Good
description of the wedding. They had one child.

Housing

Born in Swansea. Aged 1, moved to Pontenewynydd. Lived over the shop with four
beds, two rooms and a scullery. A cleaning woman came in for rough work and
washing. On marriage went to Lord Treowen's place in Llanover.

Education

Mother went to a convent until 18 years old, qualified as a governess. MJ started at a
very bad school then went to a newly built council school. Attended evening classes
in sewing and cookery.

Parents work history

Father was manager of a sewing machine company then started his own grocery
business and expanded to a second butcher's shop. Mother had been a companion to a
lady in Monmouth and only worked in the shop when needed.

Work history
As a girl she would help in the shop, then worked there and went on to become
manageress.

Politics
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Father voted Liberal but took little interest in politics as he was a business man. MJ
also not interested.

Religion

Family was English Congregational. Father was in the choir, having a beautiful bass
voice and was a Deacon. She would attend Christian Endeavour meetings with
recitations. She married into a Mormon family with services held at family home.

Leisure

Father wrote poetry and used to chair the bards at the local Eisteddfod, where he
would recite 'Gorsedd'. MJ played the organ at home and her brother played the violin
for musical evenings on Sunday. Easter picnics and sports in the park at Whitsun. She
w

Health and childbirth
Her brother died of wounds in France. MJ had a miscarriage due to being bitten by a
dog.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Due to her
father's work for the chapel, it was often referred to as Clarke's chapel. At school, she
said the headmaster would pay for buns for hungry children who arrived without
breakfast. MJ feels that TV has spoilt friendships as it leaves no room for
conversation.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Llandaff North ~ Wales
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Lynn Preece 21.01.1973,;
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Text file name Interview ID
2000int030 30

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Madeline Coxon

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1900 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Pottery painter Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eldest of 8 children. One sister aged 4. Large family but had a happy childhood.
Mother very loving but strait-laced. She worked hard and had no pleasure until later
life.

Marriage
Married in 1924. One child. Had known her husband since age of 14.

Housing
Born in two up two down terraced house in Shelton. Moved to larger house in next
street.

Education

Mother went to private school and stressed proper pronunciation. At school notes that
13 year old girls wore corsets. Headmaster wanted her to sit exam for Hanley Higher
Girl's school but parents could not afford it.

Parents work history
Father was boilermaker on North Staffordshire Railway and played cornet in
orchestra for dances and extra money. Mother was a shipping clerk before marriage.

Work history

She used to work on market stall Saturdays and started as an apprentice pottery
painter for Minton China (description of work) and also did odd jobs for an old lady.
Left Mintons after a row and worked as a cinema usherette then to Halfords, the cycle
shop. Returned to Mintons in 1939. Moved on to Spode and joined the Pottery Union.

Politics
Father was hard and fast Tory and used to argue about politics. MC also a Tory
‘whatever Dad said was right'.
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Religion

Mother was Church of England. Father Roman Catholic. Children went to
Congregational Sunday School though supposed to be brought up as Roman Catholic.
As a child used to worry about loving her parents more than God. As a young woman
went to a small railwa

Leisure
Father had an allotment and would take them on outings to Liverpool on a railway
pass. Mother occasionally took them to cinema where they ate turnip cubes instead of
sweets. Singing and games at home and roamed around outside with a whole gang of
children

Health and childbirth
Sister died of meningitis at four years. Unaware of mother having babies - totally
ignorant about sex. Another sister suffered from bronchitis.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Mother
budgeted well but father never earned any money in Wakes Week so forced to ask for
credit at local shop.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Stoke-on-Trent  West Midlands
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Elizabeth Sloan ~
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int031 31

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Arthur J. Stonehewer

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1893 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Carpenter Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 8 children. Very strict upbringing but a close family though they lived very
frugally.

Marriage
Married in 1914, in the parish church of Fenton. One son.

Housing

Born in Longton, Stoke in a very primitive two room house (1 bed). After two years
moved to two bed house nearby. At 4, went to Swadlingcote in Derby, then returned
to Longton to larger terraced house and made frequent moves in the same locality.

Education

Started school aged two and a half. Attended various schools according to house
moves. At 10, passed exam to Queensbury School, providing an excellent education
and exam to College of Preceptors but this fell through. Would liked to have been a
teacher.

Parents work history

Mother was a handle maker in pottery factory and continued for odd days after
marriage. Father was a carpenter, and active member of the Society of Woodworkers.
Often laid off in the winter.

Work history

Started in a small pottery factory running moulds for saucers then on to a larger
factory making plates. Decided he wanted a trade so next job was as an apprentice
joiner to a builder. Joined the army for four years and returned to carpentry. Wife had
been in service with a shopkeeper before marriage.

Politics
Father was a Conservative Unionist - he voted the same as the bosses. AS more
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inclined to socialism and was influenced by 'The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists'.
Trade Unionism was very strong in the building trade.

Religion
Mother was very religious and read the Bible every day. Children went to Wesleyan
Chapel, Sunday School and services. Father attended Bible classes. Grace at meals.

Leisure

Father was a professional runner, a good cricketer and footballer. AS was also
interested in athletics. He recalls Sunday School outings and trips to the country with
his father. They had a small library of classic novels and prizes. Father used to read t

Health and childbirth
One of his brothers had pneumonia as a boy and AS was wounded and gassed in the
war.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Notes that
conditions improved after World War | as workers began to assert themselves more,
fighting for their rights.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Stoke-on-Trent ~ West Midlands
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Elizabeth Sloan ~ Multiple speakers
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int032 32

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr William James  Owen

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1898 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Storekeeper/timekee  Semi-skilled manual
per

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 2 children with 1 sister.

Marriage
1922

Housing

Born in three bed house in Princes Park, Liverpool. At 8, moved to various areas of
Liverpool according to father's work. When father died, he moved in with an aunt but
after army service had to find digs in Fairfield.

Education

Church of England school with very harsh discipline. Head was an Oxford MA and an
Esperantist and would give extra tuition to bright pupils. He recalls having to learn 10
words a day to improve vocabulary.

Parents work history
Father was a shipwright for the Dock Board, ending up as a foreman. Mother a
dressmaker before marriage.

Work history

Did some milk deliveries as a boy. Father wanted him to go into Civil Service and
have a commercial career. He started work as an office boy to the Harrison Line for
which job he had to have a viva voice and got an outstanding result. He wanted to
enter shipping and end up as a purser. Later he had the trusted position of carrying the
wages then he enlisted and was sent to Gallipoli and Egypt. He returned to the
Harrison Line but wages were too low so he worked in a grocers then went to
Milners, the safe works. His next job was at Harland and Wolf first as a
commissionaire on the gate, then into the Time and Cost Office then as time
keeper/storekeeper. He joined various unions, serving on their committees and finally
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joined the Corporation as time keeper/storekeeper.

Politics

Father was a Conservative, influenced by the important people on the Dock Board,
believing that there was always work available when Conservatives in power. WO
also thought this.

Religion

Went to Sunday School and morning service at Wesleyan mission and in the
afternoon to St Silas Church of England. Grace on Sundays only. A great deal of
friction between Roman Catholics and Protestants, especially on Orange Day.

Leisure

Father bought him a children's classic every week - a full bookcase was the hallmark
of respectability. Piano in house, but no one played. Father was an instructor in
gymnastics at Florence Youth Club and would take them to football matches. The
house was

Health and childbirth
Mother had a tubercular ulcer over a long period which was cured by Zambuk. She
died of Tuberculosis in 1912.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Some very
impoverished families in the dock area where children were helped by the Police Aid
Clothing Society. Craftsmen felt very superior to ordinary workers but was aware of
far more class consciousness in the army than in civilian life.
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int033 33

Title First name(s) Second name

Dr Bernard Thornley

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1894 Male Not married
Occupation Occupational class
Doctor Professional

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Four children. Two sisters, 1 brother. Third in birth order. An old aunt lived with
family and sometimes a resident maid. Parents were easy to talk to and affectionate -
their main philosophy was to treat others as you would wish to be treated.

Marriage
Never married

Housing
Born in Fletcher Street, Bolton near father's business premises. At five years, moved
to a nine room house in Nishton Lane and then to a larger house in Columbia Road.

Education

Started at three in a mixed infants Board school then to junior school, a new Church
of England school with the local vicar having an interest in the school. Headmaster
advised his father to send him to fee paying school so he sat exam for Municipal
highe

Parents work history

Father was Conservative because he believed their policies enabled people to make
the best of their opportunities. He canvassed and did committee work for 1918
election. Mother also had Conservative leanings and was a member of the Primrose
League. BT was

Work history

He left school to enter family business though headmaster had wanted him to go to
Oxbridge. While at school, had already started buying seasonal goods and doing
office work. Father wanted him to go to a German school to make business contacts.
Gradually took over responsibility for stock and stocktaking. Enlisted in 1914 and
offered a commission in the Artillery. He returned to the family business then went to
medical school and became a doctor. He qualified with a BSc, Bachelor of Medicine
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and Bachelor of Surgery, Membership of the Royal College of Surgeons, and English
Conjoint Diploma. Started as a house physician and house surgeon at St Mary's
Hospital then into gynaecology department. He was an anaesthetist at various
hospitals ending up in general practice ion the Isle of Man then in Bolton. He was a
member of various Medical and Health Committees, the BMA, Medical Defence
Union and Secretary of Medical Society for 12 years.

Politics

Father was Conservative because he believed their policies enabled people to make
the best of their opportunities. He canvasses and did committee work for 1918
election. Mother also had Conservative leanings and was a member of the Primrose
League. BT was

Religion

Attended Sunday school and chapel - mother was a Wesleyan and father Church of
England. Parents married in church but the children were baptised either in church or
chapel.

Leisure

Children had piano lessons, brother played mandolin and was accomplished in
amateur dramatics. Father enjoyed DIY and mother sewed and embroidered and
raised plants in greenhouse. They had a large library and read the Strand and other
magazines, a daily p

Health and childbirth
BT was wounded in the war - no details.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Bolton
Grammar School was sponsored by Lord Leverhulme for children, chosen by merit
and covered a wide range of social classes. When in business BT was keen that
workers should join one Trade Union as this made negotiations easier. He noted that
some of the finest people lived in slums - they worked hard and were clean and tidy.
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int034 34

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Lazarus Cox

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1879 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Printer Skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Fourteen children. Six died at birth. Fourth in birth order. A poor family which went
through hard times. Every penny earned had to go to mother. Father was ignorant and
very strict. His daughter thought he was a cruel father. Mother would go without to f

Marriage

Married in 1905 having known his future wife for two or three years as she worked in
the convent where his mother did washing. Family wedding with a sing song. One
son, one daughter.

Housing

Born in Oxford in Newley. Two-up-two-down, owned by Christ Church who were
good landlords. In his teens, they moved to a three bed flat in some buildings and then
moved to a different flat there. Father would sleep in one room with boys and mother
with gi

Education

Started at three at St Nicholas and went to St Thomas school at five years. Father was
illiterate but shrewd and thought education a waste of time. Girls leaving at 11 would
get a labour certificate but not boys.

Parents work history

Father was a bricklayer's labourer, working for a well known Oxford firm with
contracts for the colleges. Often unemployed in winter months. Mother was a part-
time washerwoman.

Work history

As a boy, did odd jobs in colleges then became door shutter and server in the buttery
at Queens. He decided he wanted trade and became a printer's devil then a printer in a
non-Union firm. After three years in the army, he worked for another printer, not a
closed shop and refused to join the union. His wife was in domestic service before
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marriage.

Politics
He became a Socialist due to a strong sense of injustice. Father voted Conservative,
not through conviction, but inherited from his father.

Religion

Church of England Sunday School and three church services as he was in the choir.
His parents were not church goers but his mother insisted on children saying prayers
at night. Later he was in the Men's Choir for many years.

Leisure

LC used to read second hand books at night. Sometimes he would go fishing with
father. Sunday School outings on steamboat, football and boxing at church club.
Joined working men's club as a young man. He has never been into a pub as he
dislikes the atmosp

Health and childbirth
His daughter was born before the nurse arrived. His wife would consult a local
educated woman about the children's health.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Father
hated cars and would strew nails in the road to cause punctures. His great uncle had a
pub and would threaten unruly customers with a double barrelled shotgun. Police did
not dare come in to that area as they would throw them into the ditch, as they once did
to local vicar. There was a lot of fighting, especially among short service regular
soldiers. LC compared his own rough and ready upbringing to the more ordered way
of rearing his own children, who had a very soft life.
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int035 35

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Horace Arthur ~ Annerly

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1900 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class

Jig maker Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Three children. One older brother and a sister. A young woman did some child care
and they had a cleaner for rough work. Father was very strict though mother easy to
talk to.

Marriage
Married in 1928. Two children.

Housing

Born over a draper's shop in High Street, Hackney. Lived there eight years. Then
moved to a three bed flat over the stables at King's Sutton for three years. Then to
Oxford over a pub where he lived until he married.

Education
Went to a church school in Hackney paying six pence a week for books and pens.
Church of England School was free in King's Sutton as he was in the church choir.

Parents work history

Father was a plumber but when they moved to Oxford he also ran a pub belonging to
Murrell's brewery where they ran a slate club with a secretary. Mother was a milliner
before marriage then ran the draper's shop and made shirts as a home worker in
Oxford.

Work history

Paper boy and delivery boy for chemist after school. His first job was at Radley
College cleaning and serving at table. In 1915 he went into munitions working on a
lathe for 6am-9pm throughout the war. In 1918 he joined the Royal Naval Acquaint
Centre.

Politics
Father was a Liberal and might have been a member of the Central Liberal Party but
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appeared neutral as he was a publican. Later, HA became interested in the labour
movement.

Religion
Church of England school at five in Hackney. Then went to village school in King's
Sutton.

Leisure

Father had an allotment in Oxford and would take him fishing at Marston Ferry. He
and his father acted as carriers for pheasant shoots. Father would go to Ascot and
follow drag hunting. Family would visit aunt in London where there was often a
gathering o

Health and childbirth
Mother suffered with stomach ulcers and finally had to go to Guy's Hospital.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Father was a
life governor of some hospitals in London (unnamed) which involved twice weekly
visits. He belonged to a lodge, financing hospitalisation for three patients a year.
During the war, parents would go out on Saturday nights with other publicans as pubs
had run out of beer, as only allowed a two day supply. College scouts considered
themselves middle-class, more like black coated workers - teachers, bank tellers. HA's
family saw themselves as middle-class as they were in business.
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int036 36

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Nora Riley

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1896 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Cleaner Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Two brothers. One older, 1 younger. Family lived rough but respectable. Mother had
no leisure time just hard work.

Marriage
Married in 1929. Two children.

Housing
Born in King Street, Bolton. To Affetside, then to two up two down house in Lee
Gate Lane. Finally to a larger house belonging to the crofters.

Education

Started at local church school at three years with a good headmaster. After leaving
school went to evening classes to learn cookery. During the last year, was at school
belonging to the mill for workers' children so pupils were on the half-time system and

Parents work history

Father was a labourer in the bleach works then for Turton Council and for a painter
and decorator. In between, he did casual work on forms when unemployed in the
winter. Mother took in washing at home and did 'laying out’ for neighbours.

Work history

Used to deliver washing to customers then started half-time in the weaving shed (half-
time at school) changing shuttles Her first full-time job was at Eadley winding yarn,
graduating to running three looms on piece work. On outbreak of war worked on a
croft, bleaching, plating and sewing knots then went on the tins, putting white cloth
through a mangle. She belonged to the General Workers Union.

Politics
Father was apolitical, mother voted Conservative. NR voted Conservative in 1918,
following her mother.
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Religion
Church of England. Mother was in the church choir and NR went to Sunday School
and evening service at Bradshaw Church.

Leisure

NR would go for long walks and sometimes her mother and neighbours would walk
around until 2am on summer nights. Mother read The Evening News and the Bible.
Annual Church Field Day with sports and tea. She belonged to the Band of Hope.
Father would go reg

Health and childbirth
Grandmother brewed herbs. Brother suffered from asthma.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Noted the real
division between labourers and those with a trade.
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int037 37

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Violet May Flynn

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1901 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Shop assistant Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Six children. Fifth in birth order. Two brothers, 3 sisters and 2 babies died. There was
a lodger. Father was very affectionate.

Marriage
Married in 1954 aged 50 years.

Housing

Born in a rented house in Bullingdon Road with six rooms and an attic. Moved in
1918 to lodgings in Princes Street with friends. Moved because house was sold, so
were homeless having been given a week's notice. Family split-up, living in different
houses.

Education

Went to Infants and Junior school in Cowley Road then to St John's Higher Grade
School, paying four pence a week which she had to earn herself. The school offered a
better curriculum but you had to pay for classes in classics, French and shorthand.
They w

Parents work history
Father was a builder's labourer, with periods delivering coal. Mother was in service
from age 11 and later took in laundry.

Work history

While at school, cleaned neighbour's step and ran errands. Her first job was as a maid
and looking after two children, and then worked for a headmaster. In 1918 she worked
as a shop assistant in a dairy and later in Lipton’s for one pound a week.

Politics
Father was a Liberal.
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Religion
Church of England. Went to Sunday school at St Mary and St John and remembers
men and women in separate pews. Her father had been a Congregationalist.

Leisure

Father spent his time on a large allotment or in the pub. Family would play board
games and had a shelf of classic novels. Sunday School outings to Newnham by
houseboat. As a young girl, used to go to a skating rink. She was never encouraged to
bring frie

Health and childbirth
Father paid into a club at The Black Swan and The Billing Don for sickness
insurance.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int038 38

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Elizabeth Eade

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1895 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Cook companion Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Seven children. Forth in birth order. Family very poor but mother too proud to seek
help. Father was gentle and loving but EE did not feel that her mother loved her.
When hungry, children would get up late and be put to bed early. Father was a good
cook.

Marriage
Married in 1925.

Housing

Born in Swerford, Oxfordshire. Stayed there for eight years. The family became
friendly with the Rector and moved in to the Rectory. This was a great opportunity to
live in a large house and meet different kinds of people. They stayed there for 10
years a

Education
Went to the village school as too poor to go to higher grade school in Banbury or
Chipping Norton. Schoolmaster was a sadist and enjoyed beatings. As a punishment
clean children were made to next to dirty children. Lice would drop down from the
coats hang

Parents work history

Father was the estate carpenter at Mole House. Mother managed the house while at
the Rectory and at Great Tew she had two paying guests. During World War |1 she
took in refugees from East London, especially Jewish children. Great reputation as a
cook.

Work history

Left school at 13 to help her mother in the Rectory. Then went into service as a
between maid in the next village and went on to a place in London with Sir Justice
Kennedy (good on service in upper-class household). She again helped her mother in
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the Rectory, moving on as cook in Kingham at 20 pounds per annum and then as a
cook in Little Tew at 30 pounds per annum. She recounts a story about the daughter
of the house having an incestuous relationship with her brother. In the war, she
worked for a US firm, Simon Motor Unit, assembling magnetos then tried
hairdressing.

Politics

Father was a Liberal and the Rector was a great friend of the local MP Hon. Eustace
Heinz. Rowdy political meetings in the village where young men used to follow the
Tories around and heckle. Her mother gave the impression of being a Conservative.

Religion

Church of England. Father sang in the choir and the only time she was allowed out at
night was to choir practice. She was a very religious child, walking the fields singing
hymns and praying to God because she was unhappy. Revivalist meetings on the
Green

Leisure

She and her father read avidly. Annual May Queen dance, singing May songs. As a
girl, wandered the fields collecting mushroom and blackberries. Mother took Home
Chat. Annual Club Day with church services and bands and a feast in the schoolroom,
and a fair

Health and childbirth

EE had a Tuberculosis gland removed. The whole family was deaf, especially her
mother and did not speak properly. A lot of others in the village were deaf, possibly
due to wax in the ears. She had two miscarriages. The two ailments at the time were
Tuberc

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Was a very
hard winter in 1895 with ice and snow for six or seven weeks. Men could not work
and there was a lot of sickness. Her parents were frightened of her living in London
because of the white slave trade. She recalls seeing her employer's daughter in full
finery for presentation at Court and the feasting in the barn for Queen Victoria’s
Jubilee. Very sensitive to the poverty in the village - people seemed tolerant of
suffering and were resigned to it. Nearly everyone in the village kept a pig as their
mainstay, feeding it on used grain from the local brewery. Her sister, a
cook/housekeeper married a farmer and was ostracised by the village people who
drew down their blinds as she passed by on her wedding day as if condemned. Noted
that girls who left the village, going into service, often put on airs and graces and
dressed differently when they returned home.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Oxford South East
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Text file name Interview ID
2000int039 39

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Eva Dorothy Green

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1891 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Shop assistant Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Twelve children in family. EG had twin sister, 7th and 6th in birth order. Very strict
parents, father often in pub.

Marriage
Married, 1916. Engaged for several years and saved up to buy furniture. Wartime
wedding, white wedding and honeymoon to Southsea. Two daughters.

Housing

Born in King's Terrace, Oxford. Then to George Street to larger accommodation, then
to Paradise Square - houses rented from Corporation. On marriage, in-laws house for
three months then moved to house off Walton Street.

Education

Father wrote with a beautiful hand. Started at local church school then to senior
school. Attendance prizes for Religious Education and dictation. Left at 13 with a
labour certificate.

Parents work history

Father was a railway guard and also did lots of odd jobs, window cleaning and
occasional work for Corpus Christi College. He then worked as a carpenter. Mother
had been a tailoress and continued to do piece work at home.

Work history

Shop assistant at wholesale toy shop at four shillings a week then helped with the
books at 12 shillings a week. No work after marriage but worked in cake shop when
husband was ill.

Politics
Father was Conservative- voted Conservative for Viscount Valentia. Mother voted as
husband voted - felt it a duty to vote. EG also Conservative.
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Religion
Sunday School at Holy Trinity Church. Services with a charismatic visiting preacher
who attracted large congregations. Mother attended church, father seldom went. EG
joined Band of Hope and signed The Pledge. Grace at meals. Mother recipient of
parcels at

Leisure

Quite a musical family. Brother used to have scripts for musical comedies so sang all
the songs. Mother went to Mothers Union, church socials and sewing meetings.
Sunday school outings in horse and brake to Bleinham or by train. Family board
games. Went t

Health and childbirth

Husband ill for a couple of years. EG had a breach birth, delivered by midwife trained
at Queen Charlottes. Had to have Diltion and Curettage a week later. In bed for three
weeks.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class.
Undergraduates looked down on working-class girls and had to meet them secretly
away from college. Town Crier would make announcements about lost property, lost
children and sales taking place. Recalls how local solicitor, the City Coroner would
walk along with his hand on her father's shoulder - no class barrier there. Parents
would not mix with the rough who were not seen as respectable and told their children
to walk with head high.
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int040 40

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Florence Davis

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1892 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Maid Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of thirteen. Five died in infancy. More or less self-supporting household.
Father was left 200 pounds in gold sovereigns and mother inherited 100 pounds.
Maternal grandmother would help out with food and coal when needed. Never close
to Mother-in

Marriage
Married 1911 at Whitford church. Small wedding - custom to have plum pudding.
Two sons, one daughter.

Housing

Born in small thatched cottage in Whitford, Warwickshire. Moved in 1896 to another
part of village to house owned by Lord Camperdown. Stayed there until married when
he lived in a free house on a farm, then to Hook Norton, then to Coventry in 1914,

Education
Left school at 14 years at Standard 7.

Parents work history
Father a farm worker, before that had been a track layer. Also part-time village
barber. Mother's maternal grandfather was a wheelwright, carpenter and undertaker.

Work history

Went into service as a kitchen maid to a banker with bank on bottom floor of house.
All the maids were called 'Mary" irrespective of own name. Moved on as general maid
in a farm house. Worked in farmhouse as maid and dairy worker where mistress was
an alcoholic. Next in service with a doctor at 15 shillings and six pence a week
cleaning surgery etc. After marriage, she sold minerals and made money from
collecting acorns and berries. In the 1920s she also did a bit of shaving and haircutting
and some seasonal field work. Husband worked in brick yard then in ironstone and as
a farm labourer, ending as a carter for a coal depot in Coventry. Unemployed at times.
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He was taken on for the 'Derby Scheme'.

Politics
Father was a Liberal, thought it was the working man's party. She and her husband
were apolitical.

Religion

Father went to prayer meetings at Wesleyan chapel and never missed a service. She
went to Sunday school and evening service. Mother was chapel keeper, cleaning and
helping with teas. Poorer classes went to chapel, farmers to church. Continued to go
to cha

Leisure
Mother and sisters loved singing. Mother only read the Bible. Sunday school
anniversaries with singing and recitations. Annual club feast attended by church and
chapel goers then on to fair on village green. Very little entertainment - recalls one
magic |

Health and childbirth

Sister, always ailing, died aged 16 years. Father had rheumatic fever for 17 weeks
lived on his 100 pounds. Her mother had a very bad back and bad breathing and had a
major operation. FD had to leave job in farmhouse due to eye inflammation and was
sent t

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing. No rowdyism in
village - always peace and quiet. Father had to apply to guardians during period of
sickness and was given half a crown and a loaf. She also had to get parish relief when
husband was unemployed - daily pint of milk and two pounds of biscuits plus a bottle
of whisky, all ordered by the doctor. Recalls villagers making an effigy and burning it
if a man beating his wife or was having an affair - rough music.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Wootton South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~ Multiple speakers

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 126

XML Text
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp
Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

3 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int041 41

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Edwin Burden

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1890 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Carpenter Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
One sister. One sister died before he was born. Parents expected him to be a good
citizen. Father a generous man, used to help people.

Marriage
1920

Housing
Born in Chipping Norton and after three years moved to Chapelhouse to be near
grandparents then back to Chipping Norton until 1914. He next moved to Addlestone
in Surrey due to change of father's job then moved back due to high rent. His parents
later emi

Education

Father went to Mutual Improvement classes at Baptist Church to further his
education. EB went to Church of England school then to newly built British school
for boys. Very good teachers who taught astronomy and other subjects beyond the
curriculum. Later

Parents work history
Father was a joiner and coffin maker in family firm and went on to work at Blériot’s
Motor works as a joiner. Mother a spinner in a tweed mill - very dirty work.

Work history

An apprentice joiner for three years then six years as an improver in the family
building firm, run by father and two uncles, doing high quality work. Information on
saw pit. He joined the army where he qualified as a physiotherapist then like father,
worked at Blériot’s on airplanes then went to Great Western Railway works. He
returned to the family firm then started up own business with a brother-in-law. His
wife headed a sewing department.
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Politics

Father was a radical, follower of Gladstone - always voted Liberal and was very hot
headed about politics. Uncle was first working-class mayor of Chipping Norton. EB
also a Liberal.

Religion

Baptist. Grandfather paid for own seat to fund the chapel. Sunday school, morning
and evening services. His wife was a primitive Methodist and sang in the choir.
Forbidden to do gardening or sewing on Sunday. Some antagonism between Church
of England Bapt

Leisure

Father and son both in temperance choir. All the family sang at home, both children
played piano and gave vocal concerts. Recalls visit to Earls Court Exhibition. Used to
cycle to look at historic monuments and go for walks. Introduction of pushball - 5ft

Health and childbirth
Mother sometimes suffered from depression. Father paid into friendly society, Sons of
Temperance, to cover sick benefit and funerals.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.
Workhouse boys at school wore distinctive rough corduroy suits. Real distinction
between labourers and craftsmen. Father kept two pigs, one for family and one to
cover expenses of other.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Norton North East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int042 42

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr William Breakspear

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1893 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Builders labourer Unskilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eleven children. Eight brothers and 2 sisters. Breakspear is an old name with a
history. Family was desperately short of money. Father did nothing in the house and
they were brought up very roughly. Father was indifferent to his children so mother
was sup

Marriage
1922 or 1923. Three sons and two daughters.

Housing

Born in Harborough in small house, originally a shepherd's hut on wheels. After five
years family bought a house in Northleigh where lived for 12 years. In between, he
lived for a time with his grandmother in Freeland, a very isolated place. The Northleig

Education

Church school when at Freeland then other schools. Left at 13 and a half. WB
believed in change through revolution and what he learned at school was negligible.
Had to leave Freeland school as he incited choir boys to play football instead of choir
practi

Parents work history

Father had been left some money and did occasional work in quarries, labouring,
gardening and was often on the move. Before this he had been an overseer in charge
of brick making in works owned by maternal grandmother. Very unkempt
appearance.

Work history

As a boy, did odd jobs for Judge Taunton and earned bits of money from catching
birds and rabbits. He was very homesick in first job in a household in Sandhurst at
two shillings and six pence a week initially doing gardening, sweeping and cleaning
kitchen, post, living in a separate room away from house and was conscious of being
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segregated. Wrote regularly to mother. Left this job as seen as not suitable - presented
with book 'Gardening for the Masses'. He worked at the International Stores in
Witney for five shillings a week. He then did bird scaring at Eynsham Hall Estate,
worked as a horseman on a farm. Then into building work on farm as assistant to
bricklayer. Later he laid tarmac for the Council.

Politics

Father was Conservative - he accepted that those in authority should govern. Any
public conversation on politics was always very guarded. WB interested in ideas of
Labour Party and delivered leaflets.

Religion

Father was Church of England, an irregular member of choir though. His family were
chapel goers. WB did not go to church until 10 years as he had no suitable clothes. As
a boy, he came in contact with village shoemaker, an atheist which made him question

Leisure

Played a lot of football and cricket, eventually playing in village First Eleven,
normally very middle-class. Second Eleven was working-class. Father had an
allotment and read the News of the World. No outing or holidays - they would roam
over the fields.

Health and childbirth

Mother died of ill health and of the shock of hearing WB missing. She often cried.
WB had complete breakdown after war due to malaria, dysentery and shell shock.
Mother in convalescent home for some time and WB always worried about her health.
He was a ve

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Vicar had
stillborn child preserved in a jar. On poaching, WB used to keep villagers informed of
game keepers' plans as he was trusted by both sides. Poaching and petty crime
necessary in order to live. He helped raise money in village for war memorial. He felt
it was a tragedy of the time that so many babies came into the world unwanted due to
ignorance of birth control. He recalls agent holding meetings in pub to promote
Agricultural Trade Union. Classifies elite as clerical workers, craftsmen, farmers. Felt
cruelty to humanity and animals was an accepted part of life at the time.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Oxford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int043 43

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr George Alfred  Doyle

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1901 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Fireman and driver Skilled manual

on railway

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Two sisters and a brother. Third in birth order. Father a very jovial person.

Marriage
1929. Two daughters.

Housing

Born in Bickerton Street, Liverpool. Six room house, moved to Wavertree. Moved
again to another house there then back to Bickerton Street. Moves due to father's
employment. After death of father, sister went into orphanage and other sister and GD
went to

Education

Started at Council school with very nice women teachers then failed test for Bluecoat
School but got a place after some coaching for reading. Very harsh discipline at the
school and poor food. Bluecoat uniform never washed, rubbed down. Parents could
Visi

Parents work history

Father was boot and shoe maker - had an accident at work. Now only able to do part-
time work at home. Mother had been in service, did laundry work for three days a
week. She worked until she remarried in 1918.

Work history

At six years went round selling cakes and buns until he went to Bluecoat School. First
job as a messenger boy with Shropshire Union Railway Canal at six shillings a week.
He then went to Brunswick dock as an engine cleaner and became a spare driver, then
a regular driver. He spent 51 years on the railway and was a Trade Union member.

Politics
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No knowledge of parent's politics. Later, he would not vote Conservative as he felt
they pressurised workers and bribed them. He paid a political levy.

Religion

Church of England Sunday school and evening service. Grace at home and at school.
Bluecoat School was totally Protestant. Aware after 1915 of bitter enmity between
Roman Catholics and Protestants with street fighting mainly due to alcohol.

Leisure
Father played the accordion and the clappers, read The Express and would play music
in the street with neighbours. GD played a variety of musical instruments - cornet,
tenor horn in the school band - excused from cleaning if band member. Outings to
Beauma

Health and childbirth

Father had accident at work and when in hospital they found he had cancer. He had
four stays in hospital then died. GD and one sister were deaf in one ear due to being
hit by teachers.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Most
respected person was Canon Irvine from Christchurch who was seen as an outstanding
person. Division between rough and respectable due more to how money was spent
rather than the jobs they did - drunkenness and neglecting the home. Engine drivers
regarded very highly - some of the best paid workers.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home ~ Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson ??2.2?.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int044 44

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Mary Brice

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1888 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 3 sisters, 1 died aged 10. Very strict upbringing but father very
affectionate - a happy home. Father from Argyll, mother from Hebrides. Due to his
job, father away much of the time. On his death in 1910, cousin came to help the
family. Asam

Marriage
1913. Knew husband for seven years. Wore a grey costume, small wedding,
honeymoon in London. Two daughters.

Housing

Born in Birkenhead then moved up and down to Scotland several times. Moved to
two bed house in Higher Tranmere. After father died, mother and sister went back to
Scotland. MB stayed on and in marriage lived in Bootle, then Walton. In 1929 she
moved to the

Education

Started at church school at pence week and moved on to Higher Grade School for
Girls in Tranmere, leaving at 14 and a half years. She attended night school for
cookery and dressmaking.

Parents work history
Father was a chief officer in navigation.

Work history

Worked in a printers/stationers office for 11 years at nine shillings a week rising to 15
shillings a week, helping with accounts and serving in shop. Her husband was a
second officer in the Merchant Navy and was then made captain.

Politics
Father was a Liberal, as was mother. Recalls him voting for Lord Lever. MB voted
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Conservative, also husband.

Religion

Episcopal Church in Scotland, very strict with no activity on Sunday. Attended
morning service and afternoon Sunday school. Father did not go to church. Grace at
meals and family prayers. On marriage, went to Congregational church with a
neighbour.

Leisure

Family sang Scottish songs and played piano. No books apart from Encyclopaedias.
Sunday school outings to Chester and Raby Mere. Regular six week holiday to Minnit
in Argyll staying with relatives. Mother a great knitter but felt isolated coming from
High

Health and childbirth
Sister died at 10 years of diphtheria. Birth of first child was attended by doctor with
nurse in house for one month. Had seen her sister's child born so knew what to expect.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. MB was
terrified of policeman due to the uniform and big hat. Could give no reason for this.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 30.06.1969

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 123

XML Text

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp

Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
2 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int045 45

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Nellie Bark

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1896 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Tailoress Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eight children but only 3 survived. An Older sister, 1 younger brother. Very strict
upbringing and mother showed little affection though father easy to talk to. Brought
up to be honest and God-fearing. Difficulty of being the middle child. Life for the fa

Marriage
1922. Two children.

Housing

Born in Deansgate, Manchester. Three bed house rented from Wilson's Brewery and
lived there for two five years. Grandfather lived with them. After her marriage, moved
to Pendleton.

Education

Church school with a soup kitchen where you could buy soup. Went on to Junior
school at seven to 8years and left at 14 years. Cleaner children were made monitors.
Went to Manchester Central School for tailoring and cooking.

Parents work history

Father was a clerk then a newsagent; mother was weaver in cotton mill before
marriage. At times, father did a good trade with two men sleeping over for early
Sunday paper deliveries. Had some money problems, bailiffs came in but helped out
by church loan.

Work history

Errand girl for embroidery firm and paper girl. Worked in tailoring factory, in a
manufacturing jewellers and then for Cohen and Wilkes, Tailors employing 2000 girls
in one room. NB on Girl's Committee discussing welfare of workers with owner.
Made uniforms on piecework in World War 1.

Politics
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Father was a Liberal - the party for working man and tradesmen. Reticent about
politics as in business. Recalls Churchill's election visit and visit Pankhursts who were
invited to discuss Votes for Women with church. She and her mother did not like this.

Religion

Nonconformist Sunday school and evening service. Later looked after children while
parents in church and made costumes for Nativity play. Two -thousand plus in
congregations. NB helped to organise club for boys and girls. Sometimes attended
Church of Engl

Leisure

Family board games - chance to read all papers and magazines as father was a
newsagent. Occasional Sunday visits to relatives. Went on country school holiday for
two weeks learning about nature. In adolescence, went to tennis club and swimming
galas where

Health and childbirth
Mother rather deaf and was later killed in road accident. Father was ill and in
convalescent home in Blackpool for some weeks.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. NB felt bitter
towards her mother who made her very unhappy by presenting her as a very bad girl.
She was omitted from mother’s will. In the news agency, she noted the warfare
between Evening News and Evening Chronicle - only permitted to sell one of these.
Latter seen as superior as it contained horse racing news. Envelopes containing tips
were sold in shop at six pence a go although father disapproved as sold to the poor.
Professional people lived on outskirts of Manchester so never saw the slums.
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Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Anne Burke 25.06.1969;
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int046 46

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Grace Edith Welsh

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1898 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Youngest of 4 sisters. Father's family from Northern Ireland, the Fosters of County
Kildare. Affectionate mother, stricter father. Mothered by her elder sister.

Marriage
Married in 1932.

Housing

Born in two bed house in Everton and lived there until 1907. Moved twice in same
neighbourhood, Last house in Anfield was badly blitzed in World War Il. Family
moved because needed larger house and to a better area.

Education

Father educated himself at night school. At four years, went to private school in
morning run by old lady. Went on to Elementary school but mother took her away
because she was caned. She moved to a Church of England school where she gained
more knowledge

Parents work history
Father was a raw cotton sampler - a good job, testing quality of material. Periods of
unemployment. Prior to marriage, mother in service at St James Manse.

Work history

While at school looked after small children. Became a Reader at Tynan's printer,
reading for the compositor at four shillings and six pence a week. Her second job was
in a wholesale grocer packing jellies and blancmange where she joined Distributive
Workers Union but all who were members were sacked. Then went as live-in buffet
bar assistant for North Western hotel - Dame Edith Sitwell was a guest there. Stayed
there until 1924 when she moved to the station buffet in Wakefield, then as relief staff
over the West Riding. She next went to the Great Western Railway at Paddington on
No.1 Platform with three local and one foreign travel passes a year (latter never used).
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Later became a control clerk. Her husband was a fruit selector at the Fruit Exchange.

Politics

Father was very Conservative as thought they were the best people to be in office.
Mother also Conservative with her own views. Both attended political meetings at
election time. GW also Conservative.

Religion

Church of England Sunday school, morning and evening services. Mother attended
every service, father to PSA for men at Free Church in afternoon (Pleasant Sunday
Afternoon).

Leisure
Father would take them for walks to the Docks. Sister played the mandolin and
mother loved to sing. Classical novels and histories, magazines and newspapers in the
house. Family visits, church socials and concerts. Recalls fireworks for Edward VII
Coronat

Health and childbirth
Mother had shingles and had to go into hospital with varicose veins.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. GW saw
shopkeepers and doctor as most important people in area.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 13.07.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int047 47

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Robert Bracken

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1902 Male Don't know
Occupation Occupational class
Clerical work Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 5 children. Four sisters. Mother was very warm hearted and was adored
by RB. Mother never used credit - keen on honesty and truth. Parents were of Irish
descent. Father died in 1914 and there was a real struggle for survival. Mother felt
humil

Marriage

Housing
Born in Salford. Lived in two bed house for 16 years then moved in same area until
present day.

Education

Father had beautiful handwriting and, as head of a charitable organisation would write
introductory letters for people seeking jobs. RB went to Roman Catholic school and
left at 14 years. He attended evening classes in shorthand and typing. Trouble with p

Parents work history
Father was a railway goods checker. Mother worked in printing works before
marriage.

Work history

Junior clerk at Bleachers Association, 10 shillings and six pence a week. Stayed for
18 months then into Dispatch Room of a cotton warehouse. Series of clerical jobs
ending up as a cash clerk.

Politics

Father was a Liberal possibly due to demand for Home Rule. Excitement of 1910
election when Mr Belloc, an Roman Catholic, came to Salford to stand against James
Gimble Groves, one of greats of Tory party. Belloc won and was carried shoulder
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high. Street f

Religion

Roman Catholic - to Mass on Sunday morning and to evening service and afternoon
Sunday school. Received a ticket which was shown to teachers on Monday, caned if
no ticket. May Day crowning of statue of Our Lady and Whit Week processions.
Church of England

Leisure

Walks with father and gathering of relatives on Sunday evenings with music and
dancing. Father would sing minstrel songs. Family board games. Father read 'The
Empire’. Week's holiday in Southport on railway passes. Sunday school outings on
old tram cars t

Health and childbirth
Danger of scalping due to machiner. As a child, injured his foot and taken to Salford
Royal. Mother had a leg operation there.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Most of he
poor in area went to Roman Catholic church; Church of England more for the elite.
Ragged schools attached to Church of England or Methodist chapel. Scutters - gangs
of men wearing redand white mufflers fighting in the streets were seen as dangerous
types. Cinderella Society - attached to old Evening Chronicle was a charitable
organisation taking bread to families in need. Reference to poverty and pawn shops.
Good information on funerals.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Anne Burke 04.07.1969;
06.07.1969;
07.07.1969;
08.07.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int048 48
Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Frederick Randall

Arthur
Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1894 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Coach driver Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Three children, older brother and sister. Father shared the housework. Felt closer to
his father.

Marriage
1924. Two sons. Church wedding driven to reception in coach belonging to employer.

Housing
Born at Brides Hill, Guildford. Stayed there until married at two eight years. On
marriage, moved to another house in Guildford.

Education
Local Board School and left at Standard 7. Children from business families were
favoured at school.

Parents work history

Father worked at Friary Brewery in the Tun Room and then went on the railway as a
toolman. On retirement he did general gardening, odd jobs. Mother did laundry at
home for station catering, ironing caps and aprons. Father never had a day off for
illness.

Work history

Errand boy while at school. First job was at Puttock's garage then into the army in
Mechanical Transport. He returned to Puttocks as a mail van driver then became a
coach driver. Notes there were few signposts at the time. His wife was apprenticed as
a tailoress and continued to work at home.

Politics
Father was a Conservative and mother held no political views. FR voted Conservative
as did his wife, her father was a publican.
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Religion
Church of England - mother attended regularly. FR went to Sunday school and Grace
at meals.

Leisure

Father had an allotment and a phonograph with cylindrical records. Brother was a
drummer in the Church Lads Brigade. Visits to relations and seaside outings to
Portsmouth and friends and family always welcome to the house. Member of Band of
Hope. Used to

Health and childbirth
Mother suffered from severe eczema and used to wash in bran to help this complaint.
Father paid into West Surrey Sick Benefit Club.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Calleybonker
- glorified sugar sweet.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Mary Herbert 17.09.19609;
19.09.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int049 49

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr William Herbert Bannister

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1890 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Engineer Skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Only child of mother's second marriage - 1 child had died. One stepbrother and
stepsister. Mother was Scottish. Attentive but not loving. No family life at all - very
free as mother worked. Felt parents were estranged though they lived together. Step-
brot

Marriage
1916. Two daughters and one son. Church wedding with just the two witnesses and a
small reception.

Housing

Born over a pub with five to six rooms in Lawton Street, Liverpool. Stayed for 11
years. Had to move to Benson Street as existing buildings being knocked down.
Mother then took over a boarding house in Nelson Street when father died. Then had
a chip shop

Education

Started at local council school then went to Caledonian school, opposite the Episcopal
Church in Scotland. Taught musical theory by headmistress but unable to cope with it.
Ambled through school with no ambition. Went to evening classes to learn engineeri

Parents work history
Father had a clerical job with Holton's Evening News. While mother managed pub,
boarding house and chip shop he did nothing - quite useless.

Work history

First job as an errand boy in a parcels office then an engineering apprenticeship
through a Freemason contact. Had to pay 50 pounds for indentures but mother unable
to pay so only paid two shillings and six pence a week. Variety of work involved -
drawing office etc and stayed there until 22. He moved to a firm in Prescot making
electrical switches at 38 shillings a week but was made redundant but returned at a
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lower wage. He moved on to a firm making ship's switchboards with a lot of
overtime, earning three pounds a week. Member of Electrical Trades Union. His wife
worked in the machine shop of the first engineering firm and later part-time in the
confectionary dept of a catering firm.

Politics
Father probably a Conservative but not really interested though he was a Freemason.
In 1919 WB went to polling station in Conservative car but voted Labour.

Religion
Methodist Sunday school and evening service with mother. At 15, he was a choirboy
in the mission to seamen.

Leisure

No books in house and father only read the racing paper - went to races. Annual trips
to Isle of Man with mother for two weeks. Sunday school outings to Barnston. WB
enjoyed live drama when older and joined works choir.

Health and childbirth
Mother suffered from varicose veins. Wife had midwife and doctor for confinements
and had a very bad time.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. WB
helped in house when wife having children. A lot of friction between Roman
Catholics and Protestants. When unemployed in 1920s transferred from Labour
Exchange to Board of Guardians for assistance and felt humiliated.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 24.09.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int050 50

Title First name(s) Second name
Miss Rosemary Nash

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1891 Female Not married
Occupation Occupational class
Domestic service Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Six children. Four sisters and a brother. Third in birth order. Father non-smoker and
Teetotaller. Affectionate parents

Marriage
Never married. Engaged once but never married.

Housing
Born in Clapham Road, Guildford. Stayed there until she went into service. Father
lived there for 47 years.

Education
Started at a temporary school until the new board school in Sandfield was built. Left
at 14 years.

Parents work history

Father was in the Royal Artillery then a furniture remover and different jobs. Finally
worked with Ferndown Fencing Company. until retirement. Many periods of
unemployment due to illness. Mother was in service then took in washing.

Work history

Started in service for eight months then a nanny to a small girl from 8am-6pm. She
next had a temporary living-in job then became nursemaid to a child from India. She
was asked to go to India as nanny but was ill so refused. After 1918 had several jobs
but left when her mother was ill. Then kept house for her father.

Politics
Father did not impart his views but definitely voted. She took no interest.

Religion
Church of England Sunday school and father attended Bible classes. She no longer
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went to church after she started work.

Leisure
Seaside outings, very little visiting among family and friends - occasionally
neighbours came in. Parents did not read to her or play games. A quiet life.

Health and childbirth
Mother died of cancer and father was ill with asthma and bronchitis. RN treated for
anaemia while working and had to have time off work.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Audrey Hoskinson 01.10.1969;
08.10.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int051 51

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Katherine Webster

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1891 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Cardboard box Semi-skilled manual
maker

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eldest of 7. Four brothers, 1 her twin, 2 sisters. Two stepsisters and a stepbrother. One
brother died in infancy. Mother very well liked in community and both parents
affectionate to children. Very hard times.

Marriage
1912. Met her husband at church and was married in a grey dress and hat. Two sons
and a daughter.

Housing

Born in Nessfield Street, Liverpool. Lived there for nine years. Moved to house in
Waltonbreck Road due to need for more space with three beds and an attic until
married. She and husband moved to Rembrandt Street where she has lived for 47
years.

Education

Started at Walton Road board school at two pence a week, reduced to a penny due to
hardship. Loved her school and the teachers. From 5-14 years only missed one half
day off school but this meant her losing her attendance prize.

Parents work history

Father was a carter for Garlick, Burrell and Edwards - now Pickfords and was often
unemployed. He worked long hours, sometimes from 5am-midnight. Mother helped
her own father as a cow keeper and did occasional laundry work.

Work history

Cardboard box packer at three shillings and six pence a week, by 17 years she was on
piecework at seven or eight shillings a week. Frightened to move onto cutting
machine so remained a packer. During World War I, put shells into magazines at the
National Filling Factory. Her husband was a dock carter, a one horseman at two five
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shillings a week then worked for Mersey Dock and Harbour Board. He finished up
with a gas company in Birkenhead. He was once unemployed for 10 months.

Politics
Parents voted Conservative. KW and husband also Conservative.

Religion

Scots Presbyterian Sunday school, father went to Bible classes and evening service.
Recalls chapel concerts and singing the 'sacred cantata’ and acting out the 'Bridge of
Life." She went to Christian Endeavour and Band of Hope. Grace at meals. Married in

Leisure

Walks with father and family board games. She and sister played piano and organ but
no music as a family and little reading. Parents read the Nightly Echo and Express.
One three week holiday in Widnes and outings to Southport. Mother went to Mothers'
Unio

Health and childbirth
Sister died aged 20 and other sister at 30. Her husband was unemployed before birth
of first child so very undernourished. Nurse delivered baby and in bed for 10 days.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Most
important people were local shopkeepers. Some children frightened to go to Sunday
school as insulted by Roman Catholic gangs of Roman Catholic children. Bloody
Sunday Riots. Refers to George Wise, Protestant leader and Roman Catholic
antagonism towards him.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 15.10.1969

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 71

XML Text

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp

Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
2 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int052 52

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr John Henry Lester

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1897 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Insurance agent Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 9 children, only 4 survived. Children looked after by grandmother when
mother was working. One lodger in parlour. Father not interested in his children -'1
for the booze'. A keen disciplinarian but did show more affection when they were
older. V

Marriage
1917. Both were 19 years. Met her at salvation army and had a quiet wedding. One
son and a daughter.

Housing
Born in Hulme, Manchester. After a few months, family went to stay with
grandmother in Salford due to unemployment. Lived there until his marriage.

Education
Mother could not read properly. Church of England Elementary school with strict
discipline and left at 13 years.

Parents work history

Father an iron planer in engineering works. Often unemployed so would go to Docks
at six pence an hour. Mother did charring and washing to help out. Before marriage,
mother was a step waller, cleaning steps. Father once had to go to Board of Guardians
and

Work history

As a boy cleaned horse and cart for greengrocer. First job as assistant on parcel van
for Great North Railway. He then went to Esso for 11 and half years. He became an
insurance agent for Salvation Army, payment by results. Member of a Union:
Transport and General Workers Union - Branch Secretary. Wife worked in a mill
before marriage then did cleaning. JL became a Councillor for Salford in 1942 and
mayor in 1954.
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Politics

Father was true blue Conservative, followed his father. When he worked for Esso he
dared not read Daily Herald publicly. Discussion of politics in workshops spread
gospel of Labour Party and Trade Unions. JL had great interest in Labour, the party
for the

Religion

Sunday school at St Bartholomews then Longford St Mission in afternoon. Mission
rounded up drunks and made them sign pledge. Went to Wood Street Mission on
Thursday afternoon for soup and bread and gospel tent in summer. Went wherever
they offered special

Leisure

Books from local library but none in house. Father read News of the World. Went to
Boys Club with swings and boxing and outings to Ordsall park. No family visits or
outings, father always in the pub. As teenager, swam in canal, and went to music hall
att

Health and childbirth
Medicines such as chloridine and water made up at surgery and collector would call
for payment. Handy woman present at mother's confinements.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Used to
bath in the street, put washtub out on kerb. On Christmas Day would go to Longford
Hall for free breakfast. Saturday night fights outside pubs. Neighbour who beat wife
attacked by women with clothes props. Another instance was when wife beating
husband booed at wife's funeral. Roman Catholic priests had great influence on
drunken and lazy. If wanted job at Hamletts had to attend his Bible class. JL became
deputy chair of Guardians and was horrified by system forcing people to sell articles
from their home. JL appeared to have little conception of the class system despite his
politics - just poor people and rich streets, rough and respectable.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
~ 30.09.1969;
10.10.1969;
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int053 53

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Edith Mabel Hannan

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1894 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Domestic servant Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eleven children. Seventh in birth order, roughly 18 months between them.

Marriage
1919. One daughter. Met him while in service as he was a tradesman delivering meat.

Housing
Born in Alexander Mews. Two-up-two-down in Paddington and lived there until
started work.

Education
Church school.

Parents work history
Father a coachman in private service. Mother also in service.

Work history

As a girl cleaned doorsteps for two pence a week then started work as a cleaner for
two elderly ladies and then moved on to a Jewish family through friends of her father
as a kitchen maid where her sisters followed on. Her next job was with another Jewish
family in Harley Street as single handed housemaid then as parlour maid | Sloane
Square. She then took a job with an army family in Frinton accompanying them to
different places in East Anglia. EH was in service all her life before and after
marriage. Husband was butcher's roundsman then a butcher at Goslings. Moved on to
making furniture cream then back to Goslings. After World War Il became a packer
for Waring and Gillow.

Politics
Unaware of parent's politics. EH voted Conservative.

Religion
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Church of England Sunday school and evening service. Grace at meals. Family
prayers when in service with William Bridgeman, later Home Secretary.

Leisure
Played in mews among the horses. No books in house, father read News of the World.
Visits to grandparents in Bedford. Recalls one Sunday school outing to Brickett
Wood. Parents had few interests outside home. Father used to bet on horses. EH went
to music

Health and childbirth

Mother would produce liquorice and senna. Brimstone and treacle every Saturday.
Father off work for long time with enteric fever (typhoid). Sister died aged 30
torpedoes on the Lenster while on holiday in Ireland. Mother suffered from quinsies
and had thr

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Judy Froshaug 06.10.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int054 54

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Frank Benson

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1895 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Co-op Clerical and foremen
manager/administrat

or

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Six children. Four sisters and a brother. Second in birth order. Rigid discipline, very
religious atmosphere in house.

Marriage
1922. Three boys and two girls.

Housing

Born in rented two up two down in Crumpsell Street, Bolton. Stayed for nine years
then moved to house bought through Co-op housing to new estate in Bloomfield
Street. There until married in 1922.

Education

Council school then to Church of England school. Aim was to get scholarship to
Bolton Secondary School for which Head gave extra tuition. FB won a place but
unable to accept it as had to stay until 15 or 16 years old. Very jealous because two of
his sibli

Parents work history

Father was moulder in a factory - a craft trade. Some short time and unemployment.
Mother had worked in family corner shop. Father active in Trade Union and
Temperance movement.

Work history

Supplemented family income with odd jobs and a paper round. First job as an errand
boy to ironmonger at five shillings a week then to job at Co-op, delivering milk for
two years at six shillings a week. Co-op was a model employer so moved on to
gentlemen’s’ outfitters dept as senior boy then into grocery dept. He joined the army
in the artillery and trained as a signaller. He returned to the Co-op who encouraged
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education and took classes becoming a salesman, then management courses to
become branch manager. He finished up as managing secretary to a small Co-op
society in the Cotswolds, an administrative position. His ambition had been to be a
journalist, (his brother became one), a footballer or a cricketer.

Politics

Father was active in Foundrymen's Union and voted Liberal. Bolton was represented
by one Liberal and one Labour MP - LibLabs frowned upon by extreme left who his
father saw as atheists. Mother had some progressive ideas from the Co-op guild. By
1918, both

Religion

Parents very religious and father was a lay preacher, giving talks to men's classes.
Sunday school and morning and evening service. Mother would not allow him to join
Church lads Brigade as too rough. Band of Hope. Grace at meals.

Leisure

Family had a family heirloom, an old violin once played in the Hallé. FB had lessons
but gave up. In late teens, rented a piano and had family sing-songs. Formed football
and cricket teams on spare ground nearby. Only religious books and school prizes in

Health and childbirth
Parents members of Reccabites Club for sick benefit. Knee trouble in the army and
small dose of gas at the front.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and on class and
funerals.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Bolton North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Thelma Crook 30.06.1969;
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int055 55

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr William Finn

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1882 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Leyland engineer Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Nine children. Only 5 grew up, 1 brother and 2 sisters. Grandmother from Ireland,
lived with them. Mother was a lovely, gentle lady who brought her children up to be
independent.

Marriage

1907. Knew wife for three years , engaged for one year. Married at St Peters,
Greengate where he had been christened and educated. Quite a big wedding with a
reception at the Marlborough. Two sons and a daughter.

Housing
Born in Greengate, Salford and lived in area for two six years. Moved to Lower
Broughton, then to Gorton then back to Lower Broughton after 12 months where they
remained.

Education
Parents were illiterate. St Peters school in Greengate. Hated school and when he left
felt he had been freed from a cage. Went twice to shorthand classes.

Parents work history
Father was an iron dresser, a fettler. Out of work occasionally, especially during the
Engineer's Strike for 13 months. Mother sold clothes at flat iron market.

Work history

As a boy, helped in slaughterhouse for nothing. Started as errand boy at Finnegan’s
for six shillings a week then went onto 'bench' as a craftsman in leather work. Did a
seven year apprenticeship in leather trade. Highly skilled and demonstrated in shop
window in Civic Week. Everything was hand stitched and grafting of crocodile skin a
speciality. He then went to Nortons, a fibre firm making trunks for 11 months. Then
went to Leyland Motors making leather straps for buses. Was Assistant Secretary in
Leather Union and later in life became Chair of Leather Union. Joined Territorials at
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19 then went into 8th Lancashire Fusiliers. Received the Military Medal in World
War |. Wife worked for Mackintosh, a rubber works as a garment maker.

Politics
Father was a Liberal. WF used to be Labour but now sees this as Socialism and
Communism, a menace to the country and votes Conservative.

Religion

Altar boy - morning service and benediction and Sunday school in the afternoon.
Mother always went to Confession and Communion. He stopped going to church
when he started work then joined the Salvation Army.

Leisure

Father allowed no visitors in house except for his friend and no outside visits. As he
grew older, he watched football and loved dancing, walking, theatre at the Gaiety and
the Criterion. He read a lot and joined the Library for detective and cowboy books

Health and childbirth

Father lost an eye during accident at work but got no compensation and later
collapsed with heart trouble. He belonged to Foresters Sick Club. Sister died aged
eight years. WF had semi-nervous breakdown in 1930s due to economic difficulties.
Wife had nerv

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. Police
were brutes although there was a lot of criminal activity in the area. Reference to
Scuttlers, the Adelphi gang and Queen St mob. Prejudice against Jews who were
treated badly and had windows broken. Broughton was a middle-class area; Fleet St
had horrible conditions - mainly chip choppers (firewood). WF saw his class as the
respectable working men's class, but on the poor side.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int056 56
Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Blanche Irons

Elizabeth
Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1889 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Hat machinist Skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eleven children. Five sisters, 5 brothers. Third in birth order. Large family so not
much affection. Same with own daughter - did not believe in making a fuss.

Marriage
1911. A daughter. One baby died at birth. Knew husband for two years.

Housing

Born in large three bed house in Luton. Moved around in Luton as family grew. When
married lived in two up two down in Luton for two years then moved to Guildford to
be near husband's work.

Education

Started at three years at local board school. Left at 13. Good at cookery due to home
experience so it was suggested she might like to be a cookery teacher - did not take
this up.

Parents work history
Grandparents were straw hatters with seasonal work so some unemployment. Father
also in this trade. Mother made ladies' fancy hats at home.

Work history

Started by looking after babies in a family and cooking. Then went into straw hat
factory, starting as a trimmer then a machinist. At bust times would work overtime
from 7am-9pm on piecework. Hat making was the family trade. When married she
worked until pregnant, then a home worker. Husband worked at VVauxhalls.

Politics
Father was a Conservative ‘plenty of work when Tories in power'. Parents went to
meetings of Primrose League. Bl had no interest in politics - husband voted.
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Religion

Church of England service then Baptist Sunday school in afternoon. Sometimes went
to Salvation Army. Church of England people were proud, chapel people more
friendlily. Father went to men's service at Stoke church.

Leisure

Father loved gardening. Piano, harp and gramophone in house. Musical evenings with
friends who practised there for concerts and Sunday evening music. Father read the
'‘Black and White' and took them for an annual outing in wagonette to London Colney.
Sunda

Health and childbirth
Mother ill in hospital with fever. Bl had mumps and felt very ill but no fuss made of
her. Very difficult births, second baby, a blue baby, died.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildhall South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int057 57
Title First name(s) Second name

Miss Elsie Brodney Baker

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1891 Female Not married

Occupation Occupational class
School housemaid Semi-skilled manual

Key topics
Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 3. Two sisters. Mother very affectionate, father more reserved but loved his
family.

Marriage
Never married.

Housing
Born in Charlottesville, Guildford in six room house. Stayed there all her life.

Education
Charlottesville board school. Left at 14 or 15 years. Went for short time to Technical
College to learn shorthand and typing.

Parents work history

Father was a carriage builder for May and Jacob. Worked there all his life. Redundant
at 60. Mother was in domestic service before marriage. Later in life was an untrained
nurse when husband redundant.

Work history
Housemaid at St Catherine's Church of England school then to Liss to a ferryman's
family as parlour maid.

Politics

Father was a strong Liberal, very keen on Gladstone. Mother later joined
Conservative party. EB not interested in politics while working - no point as could not
vote until 21.

Religion
Church of England Holy Trinity Sunday School and later to St Lukes, Charlottesville.
Mother went to church but not father after his marriage. Grace at meals.
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Leisure
Father had allotment and was a great reader. Lots of books in house and newspapers.
Mother did needlework. Family board games. Children not allowed playing in street.
Sunday school outings on river in a barge. Belonged to Girls Friendly Society and
Band o

Health and childbirth
Nurse came in for mother's confinements to look after mother and baby.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and class. Information
on running of boarding school.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Mary Herbert 29.10.1969;
05.11.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID

2000int058 58

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Sidney (aka Smith (aka Ross)
Henry Frank)

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1889 Male Not married

Occupation Occupational class

Able seaman Skilled manual

Merchant Navy

Key topics
Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Real name was Henry Frank Ross - deserted ship in 1909 so took a new name. Nine
children in family. Six boys, 3 girls. Fourth in birth order. Father died in 1900 so great
hardship. No affection. Labelled himself ‘the ugly duckling' and ‘a throwout'. Life

Marriage
Never married.

Housing
Born in Hampstead Road but always on the move in the same area. Moves to King's
Cross, Warren Street, Tottenham Court Road.

Education

‘Went to the finest school in the world, the school of experience.” Always truanting
from school so first school in Prospect Road refused to keep him. Then went to Stoner
Street School. Parents showed no interest in his education. He learnt nothing at sch

Parents work history

Father was from Scotland, a soldier in the 71st, Private in the Home Light Infantry.
Then became a foreman packing case maker for Maples Furnishers. Mother had
worked in a laundry in Edinburgh.

Work history

Started on a training ship for three years in 1908 then as an apprentice. He became an
Able Seaman on the Alexander in Aberdeen in the Merchant Navy and was in the
Royal Navy Reserves. He served on a battle ship in World War 1, then returned to the
Merchant Navy. Information on life in the Merchant Navy. During the Seamen's
strike of 1912 he kicked out at a blackleg, was arrested and imprisoned for a month,
picking oakum. Later he worked for the London County Council looking after Rest
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Centres, became a cinema attendant then cinema manager. He belonged to the Sailors
and Firemen Union.

Politics
Father listened to speakers at St Pancras. SS was a fervent Royalist and had the King
and Queen tattooed on his chest. No mention of father's politics or his own.

Religion

Parents were Presbyterians but, having travelled the world, he is a non-believer. He
thought that in his childhood, women only went to church because they would get
coal at Christmas.

Leisure

No toys and no outings. No visiting or entertaining as they were too poor. Only book
in the house was Robbie Burns' poetry which mother passed on to him. Father read
News of the World and The Strand. Used to walk for miles, as far as Barnet and
Crouch End

Health and childbirth

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class. A very
poor family wearing only cast-offs and bare footed. At meals, sat on the floor and had
no knife or fork. Went to soup kitchens and would collect leavings from cafes as
always hungry. Bundles of straw outside Foundling Hospital for unwanted babies.
Story about one of sons of Charrington Brewery who opened East London Mission.
Police wore gloves with marbles in the fingers to inflict punishment on youngsters
though notes that police once gave him new shoes when they were stolen. Recalls
visit of George V to flats in Drummond Street where mother lived. King asked 'Are

you happy?'.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Judy Froshaug 31.10.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int059 59
Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Emmeline Pike

Lydia
Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1878 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Oldest of 10 children. Four brothers, 5 sisters. A very happy family with a wonderful
mother.

Marriage
Engaged for six months then married at St Mary's church. Had a nice feast and a
honeymoon at Goldhanger by horse and trap.

Housing

Born in Colchester in Gray Road in four bed rented house then in Melton Mowbray.
When in service lived at Belgard Castle in Ireland. On marriage, went to Craven
Lodge where husband worked. Later went to London, then to Isle of Wight then back
to Lexden Pa

Education
Board school in Priory Street with slates and copy books then to a Girl's private
school at six pence a week but learnt nothing. As a nanny, she taught her charges
letters and spelling before governess arrived. Notes that she improved her speech
working w

Parents work history
Grandfather had a shoe shop and father was a skilled patternmaker. All the brothers
were apprenticed.

Work history

Trained as a nanny at 16 with family who went to Ireland. Next job as Nanny with Sir
Charles and Lady Lawrence, a keen horsewoman for two plus years at Melton
Mowbray then to the Troutbecks and then to Lady Yates. Her husband was a gardener
trained with the Rothschilds’ and ended up as a park gardener in Castle Park
Colchester.
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Politics
Father and mother was Conservative and would discuss politics. EP and husband
voted Conservative but never discussed politics with friends.

Religion

Church of England at St Botolph's Church. Sunday school, morning and evening
service. Her mother read the Bible to them and joined a Bible class when children
were older. Became a Sunday school teacher. Later she and her husband were in
Lexden Church Choi

Leisure

Visits to relations and walks on summer evenings. Used the cellar as a playroom.
Wooden hoops and skipping. Mother would read them stories. Seaside outings to
Clacton by train. Would watch Regimental parades with bands. Musical evenings on
Sundays. When i

Health and childbirth
After marriage had an appendicitis operation and was invited to convalesce at Lady
Lawrence's house.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class among
aristocracy. On trips to Ireland, notes great poverty and poor diet. As a child, recalls
three women called Silly Annas’ who went round houses begging. Jumped up people
very different from the gentry who wanted to help people and respected their servants.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int060 60

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Reginald Arthur  Gyatt

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1892 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Clock and Skilled manual
watchmaker

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eight children. Five sisters, 3 brothers, 1 died aged 6 years. Seventh in birth order -
about 18 months between them. Mother very affectionate but father more distant.

Marriage
1922 with one child.

Housing
Born in three bed in Ludlow Road, Guildford. Lived there until left home in 1914.

Education
Started school at 3. St Nicholas Church of England school then to senior section. Left
at 14.

Parents work history

Father worked for a retailer selling china. Before marriage mother worked in her
mother's laundry then was a cook. When father was ill they received help from the
Parish in the form of soup.

Work history

While at school used to mark the ranges at Guildford Rifle Club. First job as an errand
boy at five shillings a week then apprenticed for five years to a watchmaker/jeweller
then worked there until joined army. Found work rather tedious but returned to the
firm for 21 years. When boss sold up, he started his own business. Joined
Amalgamated Engineering Union.

Politics
Father was Conservative because his boss voted Conservative and was a member of
Conservative Club. RG also member of Conservative Club.
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Religion

Church of England, High Church - a choirboy and altar boy. As a teenager, he went to
Bible class followed by football on vicar's field (this was the incentive). Grace at
meals. His wife was Roman Catholic.

Leisure

Musical evenings on Sunday when father played concertina and the rest sang, usually
hymns. Father taught him card games. Plenty of books in house and a daily
newspaper. Sunday school outings to Littlehampton and Bognor. Father belonged to a
couple of men'

Health and childbirth
Father paid into Order of Foresters for sick benefit.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and class.
Information on running of boarding school. Parents paid into a boot club and had the
tallyman. RG saw his family as middleclass - working people with more refined jobs.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Mary Herbert 25.09.1969;
26.09.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int061 61

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Elizabeth Metcalf

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1873 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Youngest of 5 children. Four brothers. Very affectionate father but mother more
reserved. Felt she was an unwanted child. Washerwoman helped out in house.

Marriage
1896. Knew her husband for two years. Small wedding, honeymoon in Matlock for a
week. Two daughters, 12 years between them.

Housing
Born in two bed cottage in Claremont Road, Salford. Moved to three bed house in
Trafalgar Square as father changed his job. Lived there for until she married.

Education

Father had little education, did not read. Started at Christ Street School at then to
Hulme Street Upper School 'the best school in Salford' at nine pence a week and one
shilling a quarter for books. A girl from this school won the first bursary to Manche

Parents work history

Father worked for his sister on their farm then became a pad groom. He was a
coachman on a private estate then housekeeper for Salford Corporation. Maternal
grandfather was a gardener at Walton Hall Estate and mother was in service and in
baker's shop.

Work history
EM was a mill hand, a hank worker of very fine cotton. Her husband worked at the
Co-op store for 44 years. Co-op was the first to give holidays with pay.

Politics

Father a Liberal. Mother more Conservative. EM Conservative and once went to
Belgium with her Conservative Association. She later went to meetings and canvassed
for them. Her husband voted Conservative despite working for the Co-op.



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Religion

Church of England at St Bartholomew's Church Sunday School and Evening Service
with her father. Mother was an Adventist and her grandmother had been Baptist. Her
elder daughter went to church and was confirmed but younger daughter did not want
to go. EM |

Leisure

Books and magazines in the house, Evening News and Pemberton Reporter. Family
outings in borrowed pony and trap and Sunday school outings to Wales. Hamilton's
Panorama at the Free Trade Hall. Sing songs in the parlour. After started work, went
dancing. He

Health and childbirth

Mother fell down stairs and broke her ankle, a severe fracture which crippled her. EM
had diphtheria, (possibly due to bad drains according to doctor) after she married and
was isolated in a bedroom. Very ignorant about childbirth, believing the baby emer

Miscellaneous

Farmers would give Christmas hampers to Corporation workers and vet sent a round
of beef. Her uncle was one of the founders of the Pembleton Co-op. Recalls great
poverty in the area and how one winter, her parents made soup for distribution
collecting vegetables and meat scraps from traders. Extensive information on running
of household, childrearing and class.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Anne Burke 06.10.1969;
10.10.1969;
15.10.1969;
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int062 62

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr John Hughes

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1901 Male Not married
Occupation Occupational class
Farm worker Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Four children. Two brothers and a sister. Second in birth order. Sister died aged 26.
Parents wanted him to lead a moral life. JH missed his siblings when he lived in at
work.

Marriage
Never married.

Housing

Born in Llanfrothen in the Orangery then to Garo Gano. Five years later moved to
Garreg renting a three bed house for the next two five years. Moves due to need for
more space.

Education

Father was totally illiterate. Mother could only read. Started school at three and was
taught in Welsh. Full attendance from 1908-1912. Left at 13. Very severe
punishments, cruel masters. Parents interested because they themselves were illiterate.
Went to

Parents work history

Father worked in the quarries where he received occasional bonuses but went back to
farming when out of work. Mother had worked as a farm servant and continued for
some time after marriage.

Work history

Mother wanted him to follow father into the quarry so he started there but only lasted
three weeks. Previously he had done odd jobs on a farm so became an agricultural
labourer, hired at Hiring Fair on a six month contract. Payment was at the end of the
contact apart from a penny a week to get on with. He hated milking but enjoyed
working with animals. He later worked in Forestry for the Board of Trade as it was
better paid where he looked after horses and made pit props. He returned to farm work
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in 1918, and then did a variety of jobs in quarrying and farm work. He did not join a
Union as men at the time 'were worried about joining a Trade Union'.

Politics

Father was a Liberal and mother took no interest but voted Liberal. Mischievous
behaviour at election time among youth. Some farm workers frightened of losing jobs
if did not vote Tory.

Religion
Three times to chapel on Sunday and Sunday school. Father always attended, mother
less so. Weekly Band of Hope. He continued to go to chapel when working.

Leisure

Father came from a family of great singers and reciters of poetry but did not sing
himself. He collected books for the children to read and took the Herald Cymraeg.
Sunday School outings to Llanbedrog. Annual horse and Dog Show at Portmadoc was
only famil

Health and childbirth
Mother made medicines from herbs and leaves as did farmer's wife. Special leaves for
removing warts.

Miscellaneous

Father kept a pig and there was an enormous feast when pig killed. JH poached
rabbits and wild duck. Notes the great sense of community. Poppa valel had money
and stock. Rockmen in the quarry considered themselves superior to labourers.
Recalls that people took pleasure in their work, it was not just a job e.g. pride in
building a good hayrick, feeding cattle. Extensive information on running of
household and childrearing and class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Lanfrothen Wales
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Lucia Jones ~
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int063 63

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Alfred Henry Pyle

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1890 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Clerk Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
One younger sister. One short-term lodger. Parents not very demonstrative.

Marriage

He was engaged for a year to his second cousin and married in 1915. Marriage took
place just when he joined the army so wedding was a rushed affair by common
licence. One daughter.

Housing

Born in Charlottesville area of Guildford in three bed terraced cottage. Lived there for
four years then moved to Walnut Tree Close, staying there until he went into the
army. Family moved to be near father's work. On marriage, they moved to a little cott

Education

Started late at Church of England Holy Trinity School at six years as a delicate child
with very devoted teachers. Went to Guildford Grammar school at 13. Only four
scholarship boys in the school who were looked down on by teachers and pupils but
this cha

Parents work history
Father was a clerk on the Railway until retirement. Mother was in service until
marriage.

Work history

Junior clerkship in the Post Office Telegraph Office at 15 shillings a week after
passing Civil Service Exam. Passed second exam and went into Inland Revenue at
Somerset House, mainly card-indexing at 55 pounds per annum. He retired as a
Higher Executive Officer. In 1915 he joined the Civil Service Rifles and later got a
commission then returned to Somerset House. Wife had been a parlour maid.

Politics
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Grandfather was a fierce Liberal who would harangue the crowds. Father also a great
Liberal. Excitement of 1906 election result. Political meetings where Rupert Isaac,
later Lord Reading spoke stirringly of Free Trade. AP was a Liberal but thinks his
wife

Religion
A Salvation Army family, attending three meetings on Sunday plus Sunday school,
ending day with great tremendous open air meetings where hundreds turned up. Band
of Love (like Band of Hope) with drill and choir where he made fretwork articles for
sale. Gr

Leisure

Walks along the river with father. Father, a bandsman in Salvation Army and
practised the cornet at home. At 16, AP became deputy bandmaster playing the
euphonium. Religious books in the house, Daily News and Sunday Companion plus
Salvation Army magazines

Health and childbirth
Wounded in the knee on the Somme and had long period of convalescence. Wife's
confinement badly handled by doctor which led to serious illness in the future.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.
Recalls a Salvation Army funeral. A lot of drunkenness at weekends outside pubs.
People in Onslow Park saw themselves as superior. Not AP who was a great leveller.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home ~ Guilford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int064 64

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Doris Nevill Tarling

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1903 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Secretary Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Only child. Usually a charwoman to do rough work and a washerwoman. Once had a
live-in French girl to help in house. Mother did not show affection for fear of spoiling
an only child. Expected to live a sober and godly life.

Marriage
1924. Five sons and a daughter.

Housing

Born in Brighton Road, Stoke Newington for 18 months. Moved to two different
houses in Finsbury Park then to Palmers Green. At 11 years they went to Sydenham
and three years later to North Finchley. Father enjoyed moving.

Education

Father was educated at Clissold Park College for Sons of Gentlemen. She started at a
Dame School, left at seven to go to a senior school then to Clarkes' College, a
commercial college, where she was prepared for Oxford Prelim and the Oxford Junior
Exams a

Parents work history

Father was an insurance agent then agency manager with British Widows travelling
all over. Father and mother were Conservative as felt Tories had better knowledge of
foreign affairs and dividends. Always voted and attended the count at elections. DT is
a

Work history
Only one job as a shorthand typist at Brown Boveri, Swiss Engineers in Regent Street.
Left when married at 21. Her husband worked for a finance firm.

Politics
Father and mother were Conservative as felt Tories had better knowledge of foreign
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affairs and dividends. Always voted and attended the count at elections. DT is a rabid
imperialist (her words) and admires the way GB ran other countries.

Religion
Church of England Sunday school and was confirmed. Parents did not go to church.

Leisure
Father enjoyed going to races but did not bet, gardening and sailing with his men
friends. She and her mother played the piano, father could vamp. Parents went to
Masonic dinners. Lots of books in the house. Visited friends and relations. Cycled
with fath

Health and childbirth

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.
Mother insisted on calling charladies not charwomen as she was sensitive to
relationships with domestic staff. Saw her family as middle-class as father was a
professional. Mother would have been lower middle-class. People put into class
according to education. Admired Roman Catholics - a useful religion where you gave
your service to God in the morning and the rest of the day was yours.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Enfield London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Majorie English ~
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int065 65

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Hetty Beck

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1879 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Linen keeper Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Youngest of Five children. Three boys, 2 girls. Happy family but felt parents were too
lenient. Mother's home was her little treasure. Occasional woman in to do laundry.

Marriage
Married in 1927. Her husband left her in 1937.

Housing

Born in St Marks Road, Hanwell. Lived there for over six years. Moved to the next
street for four years then to a three bed house in Queen's Park so boys were nearer
their school. Has lived there ever since.

Education
Brother had scholarship to Queen's Park College given by Lady Dilke, wife of Sir
Charles Dilke, MP for Hanwell. HB went to church school then on to Beethoven
Training College for Technical Courses at 13. She left at 15 then went on to another
school for ¢

Parents work history

Father worked in the grocery trade with a small tea shop. He then went on the
Metropolitan Railway for the next 36 years as clerk in charge, later called station
master. Known as one of the six City Fathers. Travel passes and cheap family travel.

Work history

She was a dressmaker. Her sister emphasised that she was a court dressmaker, a step
up from Mrs B. Started as a waistcoat maker at four shillings a week, then as an
improver at 10 pounds and 12 shillings a week. Information on dressmaking trade.
She next went to Derry and Thoms in the skirt department, making and altering.
During the war, had to make capes for nurses and chest protectors She changed jobs
and went into Post Office as a sorter and became a section leader at Paddington. She
left in 1919 then was offered a job training unemployed women for Middlesex County



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Council. She stayed at home for a while then worked in a hostel for girls, Scott House
in Stevenage then to a Home for Motherless Girls in Ealing as cook. She then moved
on to a philanthropic place in Clerkenwell cooking and sewing then to an approved
school looking after the linen. Then to the Waverley Hotel as a linen keeper. Later she
taught dressmaking classes for women for London County Council. After her
marriage, she was in service with her husband for a retired minister. He did the
cooking and she was the housemaid. There followed a series of jobs with her husband
until he departed in 1937.

Politics

Father was a Liberal, an activist during elections. Mrs B was first Liberal, then
Labour - they had a wonderful MP, Ben Parkin. She never worked for them but
attended political meetings. Father was a great letter writer and received letters from
Gladstone

Religion

Parents were Church of England and Mrs B was christened there then joined
Congregational church. During the war, women took their knitting into church to help
the war effort. Grace at meals.

Leisure

Father played the harmonium and concertina and had family sing-songs. Plenty of
books, Home World and church magazine and Daily Telegraph. Bank Holiday
outings and holidays with relatives in Aberdeen. Belonged to a charity group making
clothes for needy ¢

Health and childbirth

She had a bad abscess under her chin which kept her from school for 12 months. She
had an accident at work when a man pulled her seat from under her and she hurt her
back. Away for three weeks. Her mother died of cancer.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Saw her
family as upper working-class. Recalls very area in Kensal Road - women were not
allowed to go there on church or charity business. Queens Park Estate was built for
public workers such as postmen, policeman, and railway workers. Started by Lord
Shaftesbury.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London

Name of interview
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int066 66
Title First name(s) Second name

Mrs Alice Elizabeth  Stroud

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1887 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Boarding house Employers and
keeper managers

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Nine children. Four by first marriage. Four by stepfather plus a half-sister. Second in
birth order. Eighteen months between them. Mother died when she was about 6 years
old and father remarried. Very united family. No quarrelling and a wonderful father.

Marriage
1915. Knew husband for several years. Engaged for 12 months - wedding was a small
affair. They spent the day in London. Two children in 18 months - son and daughter.

Housing

Born in a six room house in Taunton, Somerset and came to High Path Road,
Guildford when she was eight years old. The house was owned by Electricity
Company. When married lived in same house in Manor Road for 20 years.

Education

Father could not read and started work at eight years old yet managed to become an
electrician. Went to Merrow Street School in Guildford. Often missed school to go
out with grandmother. Left at nearly 13.

Parents work history
Father was an electrician in Taunton then went to Guildford to work in his brother's
Electricity Company.

Work history

Worked as mother's help for manager of Peek Frean then to a baker's then in a
boarding house, waiting at table and doing housework. After this, she went as cook to
Colonel Anderson and then to Dr Sheil. Her husband worked on his father's coal lorry
then as a machinist at Dennis Bros. AS continued to work all her life, taking in
lodgers, office cleaning and taking in mothers and babies from a London clinic.
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Politics
Father was a Conservative, believing that those with money should govern. Later she
and her husband voted Labour.

Religion

Sunday school at Congregational Church. Parents were Church of England and went
to every church service. She later ran the Band of Hope at the High Path Mission. Her
own children went to Manor Road Mission with her as she was in the choir. Her son
was sen

Leisure

Books in the house and newspapers. Sunday school and family outings. Band of
Hope. Skipping and ball games. Large family so no need for playmates. They had an
organ in the house and when married a piano. AS went for walks over the Malvern
hills with her ¢

Health and childbirth

Mother made home made remedies such as sulphur and treacle. Daily nurse came in
for her confinements. Her babies were delivered by forceps and she was in bed for
two weeks. The nurse came in and slept there for three weeks. Doctor advised quarter
teaspoon

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Her
marriage was badly affected by poverty. When he had PGs she and her husband had
to sleep apart - no resentment about this.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Mary Herbert 08.08.1969;
12.09.1969;
28.11.1969
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
Yes Good 92
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http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
4 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int067 67

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Harold Shepherd

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1901 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Clerical work Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eleven children. Five brothers, 5 sisters. Fifth in birth order, 2 years between them all.
A very united happy family. Mother very affectionate but had no favourites.

Marriage
Married in 1937.

Housing
Born in mortgaged three bed house plus attic in Canon St, Bolton. Lived there until
married.

Education

HS was a card lacer in weaving mill at two shilling and six pence a week, doing half-
time then full-time at five shillings. He then went into a spinning mill as a little piece
man for nine shillings a week. Very monotonous job and treated like an 'little

Parents work history
Father was an overlooker in weaving mill with a spare time job as a rent collector.

Work history

HS was a card lacer in weaving mill at two shillings and six pence a week, doing half-
time then full-time at five shillings. He then went into a spinning mill as a little piece
man for nine shillings a week. Very monotonous job and treated like an 'little insect’.
He then moved to side-piecing. He next went into the fish and chip business with his
brother in law in the 1930s. They sold up and he became a foreman warehouseman
and was then offered a job in a cotton waste firm until retirement. He would like to
have gone to university and into the church. During the war, he did war work with an
Royal Air Force Maintenance Unit. His wife was a welfare worker in a cotton mill
and a voluntary social worker.

Politics
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Father was Conservative, mother the same but had her own views. AS voted
Conservative.

Religion

Church of England, morning and evening services and Sunday school and choir.
Mother always went to Communion on Thursdays. Importance of Sermon Day in late
April, with processions, games and refreshments. Grace at meals and individual
prayers, morning and

Leisure

Long walks with father who enjoyed football and running. Made music as a family,
piano, accordion and trombone. Encyclopaedias and school prizes and classic novels
in house. Family had the local evening newspaper, women's magazines and father
later read b

Health and childbirth
Father belonged to sick and burial club. Father had accident at work - a carboy of acid
dripped onto his head. He was at home for some time due to this.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.
Allowed to play with any children except those with lice. Poverty of the unskilled and
it was not necessarily the poorest that were the roughest. Families with children in
trouble with police were ostracised - a blot on the escutcheon.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Bolton North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Thelma Crook 20.10.19609;
21.10.1969;
29.10.1969
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
Yes Good 49
XML Text
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int068 68

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Alice Maud Stones

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1883 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housewife Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 6 children. Four brothers and a sister. Very strict upbringing and mother
was not demonstrative. She was a good mother but not sentimental and never saw
much to laugh at. Mother was a Prestonian and very proud of this. Saying that
Prestonians

Marriage
Married in 1910 and knew her husband for four years. Engaged for two years. Not a
big wedding - they just 'shot off'. He later emigrated leaving wife and son.

Housing

Born in Portugal St, Ancoats and stayed there one year. Moved over grocery shop in
Fairfield St, Manchester then to house in Green St, Ardwick. From there they went to
60 Fenny St, Higher Broughton and then to No 66 in same street, a three up three
down h

Education

Father educated at Maidleys School with a good education. She started at Roman
Catholic school, St Aloysius where there was a lot of religious teaching then went to
Burleigh Street Board School.

Parents work history

Grandfather and father were pork butchers and had their own business. Mother's
family also in wholesale trade. Parents started as butchers on their own then went into
grocery and provisions with long hours. Father then became insurance agent.

Work history

She never worked until three years after marriage. First job was at Trafford Park as a
stock clerk in 1934, worked on Russian Traffic then into the Food Office. She then
found a permanent job. Her husband had learnt engraving then became a maintenance
man for Browns, the butchers, as joiner and wheelwright taking over his father's job.
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Husband emigrated to Australia in 1913.

Politics
Grandfather was a Liberal and father followed him in this but later voted
Conservative. Mother also Conservative. No information on AS's politics.

Religion

Roman Catholic. Church in the morning and Communion once a month. There was a
great deal of prejudice against Catholics at the time. Recalls how the parish priest
drank and played cards at police station.

Leisure

Musical evenings when AS would accompany her sister who sang on the piano. Visits
to relatives but mother did not encourage visiting from neighbours. Occasional
holidays in Blackpool and Sunday school outings to Bolton Abbey. Father would take
them to pla

Health and childbirth

Thought babies arrived through the stomach. After her confinement, nurse stayed for
one month. She breastfed for nine months. Child had whooping cough at nine months.
Nervous breakdown after husband emigrated.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Also on
funerals. AS saw herself as belonging to the better working-class such as shopkeepers
and tailors. She had no help at all as a ‘widow' and found it difficult to raise a child. It
later emerged that she could have got some help but chose not to do so. An interesting
account of her life was told to interviewer after the formal interview was over.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Anne Burke ?7.07.1969; 77.10.1969
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Text file name Interview ID
2000int069 69

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Susan Alice Field

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1886 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Greengrocers Semi-skilled manual
assistant

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Two sisters and 2 brothers. Father died when she was 4 months old so very hard life
for his widow. Mother had a terrible struggle to survive. Her husband never spoke -
he did nothing in the house but remained 'a good lad'. Husband very strict with child

Marriage
Married in 1912. Knew her husband for four years. They were engaged for two
months and had a large wedding as the family was well known in the area. One child.

Housing

Born in three bed house in Hatton Street, Lower Broughton. Stayed there for 11 years.
Moved to Lawton Street for nine years until mother died. Then lived with her sister
who brought up the family until she married, then next sister took over. Moved to Kin

Education
Started at Ascension school at four years where she later had a lot of homework. She
notes that the teachers did not speak well and were not as well educated as today.

Parents work history
Father was a joiner. Mother was Welsh and she thinks her mother worked in a factory
for two afternoons a week.

Work history

She went into service with a minister with four children as live-in nursemaid. She
found the job very hard and had very poor food. She then worked in her sister's
greengrocery shop. Her husband was a postman then a sorter.

Politics
They were always Conservative in their family.
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Religion
Sunday school at Sussex Street Chapel and mother would go to evening service. Later
SF went to the Salem Chapel. Grace at meals and prayers together at night. As a
nursemaid she had to take her charges to morning chapel then later went to chapel
with her

Leisure

She read books from the Library and magazines passed on by others. Mother would
read to them and take them to the park on Sunday. Outings to Heaton park. Rounders
and skipping. Went to watch nearby Broughton Rangers - free entrance at three
quarters time.

Health and childbirth

One brother was born lame. Mother had high blood pressure. She was always thin like
a scarecrow. Her sister was in a mental asylum as a private patient. Severe
haemorrhage with her first child. Felt breastfeeding was 'animal like'. Daughter had
adenoid op

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.
Comments on poverty in the area. Some instances of SF's prejudice towards Jews who
she said could afford the best cuts of meat and fish. Saw the vicar at Ascension church
and his type of person as upper-class and very snobbish. Great sense of community in
Broughton with helpful neighbours.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Swinton North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Anne Burke ?7.11.1969

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
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Text file name Interview ID
2000int070 70

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr James Mahoney

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1899 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Warehouseman Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
One younger sister. Grandparents from Ireland. Father fairly domesticated. Very good
parents. Mother well liked by neighbours.

Marriage
1925. A daughter.

Housing
Born in Tetley Street, Poplar. Lived there for 10 years before a move to West Ham.
Stayed there until 1918. Moves due to father's work.

Education

Started at five at local board school then to Elementary school in West Ham. JM's
daughter passed the scholarship to high school but did not take up place. She went to
the USA.

Parents work history

Father a Stevedore and was frequently out of work. Nine or 10 men in Poplar worked
in the docks. He also sold produce from his allotment. Mother was a factory hand for
Lampton Paragon making paper craft and then took in washing.

Work history

Paper boy. First job packing for factory making pianola rolls at eight shillings a week.
Then became warehouseman in food trade for 12 shillings a. At 17 went into forces as
telegraph operator then worked for Air Ministry for a year. Returned to same food
distribution firm and stayed there for next 45 years, ending up as dispatch checker,
responsible for all outgoing goods. Non-Union firm.

Politics
Father was a Socialist, also mother. Parents were members of Independent Labour
Party. George Landsbury was the idol of the working-class. JM also Labour.
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Religion

Church of England Sunday school. Father was Roman Catholic though not brought up
as a Catholic; mother Church of England. Parents were believers but did not attend
church. Lived in Roman Catholic area.

Leisure

Monthly visits to Petticoat Lane with father who spent much of his time on allotment.
Sister played piano and family sing-songs and board games. Occasional card games
with friends. Visits from relations. Pears Dictionary, Daily Herald and John Bull.
Paren

Health and childbirth
Sick and funeral club. Father had accident at work on board ship which hastened his
death.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. During
Dock Strike father out of work for three months and family lived on credit from
grocer.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Colchester East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~ Multiple speakers

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 70

XML Text
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp
Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
2 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID

2000int071 71

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Henry Charles  Elder
Thomas

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1896 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Handy man Unskilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Five children. Two brothers, 2 sisters. Eighteen months between them. Father rather
eccentric, wore bob-tail coat - a strong Teetotaller. Mother very affectionate and a
good conversationalist.

Marriage
1920. A son and daughter.

Housing

Born in Swindon Street, Greys Inn Road. Lived there for five months then to
Cumberland Street for two four years - an eight room tenement house shared with
other families.

Education
Regarded as dunce of the family. Went to church school and parents interested in his
school work. School parliament for debating issues. Left at 13.

Parents work history

Paternal grandparent was a doctor. Grandmother and aunts had a chemist shop. Father
was a musician, active in piano manufacturing as a finisher. Taught piano, violin,
banjo, and concertina. Composed marches and conducted a choir. Periods of
unemployment.

Work history

Paper boy. Worked in a toymakers, painting whistles at six shillings a week. Then
went on the railway as a van boy at eight shillings. In 1914 joined Territorials and was
demobbed in 1919. Returned to the railway as a car man, then as a driver in 1930.
Thirty-six years on the railway with safe driving awards. On branch committee of
National Union of Railwaymen.
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Politics

Father Conservative - a party member and would canvass. A great orator and spoke at
meetings. Mother also. Father's boss. Was a 'Red', an 'anarchist’. Political discussions
with friends.

Religion

Father preached at Field Lane Mission and his sister played the organ there. Church of
England Sunday school in morning. Grace at meals. Mother read out passages from
Bible. Played fife in Church Lads Brigade

Leisure

Father was a great reader, especially of histories. Took them to British Museum and
Tower of London. He loved parties, so lots of entertaining and music-making. As
music teacher he played a variety of instruments. All children sang in choir. Visits to
fri

Health and childbirth
Mother made own medicines and used goose fat as ointment.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Recalls
bailiffs coming to house and removing furniture later reclaimed by their fireman
lodger. Before marriage, mother made artificial flowers and then worked as untrained
maternity nurse.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Judy Froshaug 30.10.1960;
02.11.1969
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
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Text file name Interview ID
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Title First name(s) Second name
Miss Alice Foley

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1891 Female Not married
Occupation Occupational class
Woman officer - Clerical and foremen

National Insurance

Key topics
Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 3 brothers. Two sisters. Paternal grandparents from Ireland. Mother often
working so sister Katherine the pivot of the family caring for younger 1s. Mother a
wonderful woman sustaining family life though not demonstrative. Father very
sentimen

Marriage
Never married. Had chance to marry and engaged for eight years but stayed to look
after her brother.

Housing
Born in back to back house in Milk Street, Bolton. There for 10 years then moved to
other houses in the area, two up two down. In 1914 went to a larger house with
bathroom in Fern Street. Constant moves were an attempt to get away from drunken
father but

Education

Mother was illiterate, ashamed of being unable to read so memorised verses at Sunday
school. Father had been to Dame school at two pence a week. At 5, went to Roman
Catholic school, taught by nuns. Little sport apart from physical jerks with male
instruct

Parents work history

Recalls him doing engine tenting in mill, labouring, caretaking but usually out of
work due to drunkenness. Mother's father had a loom in the house so she had to help
with weaving as a child. At 7, went out as a servant and then into the mill at 10.

Work history
Started as a fancy goods shop assistant but not suited to the job so went into mill
where she was frightened of flying shuttles and noise. At four shillings a week. Went
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to another mill making blankets then to a weaving mill. She was there for eight years
and joined a Trade Union. Then, due to night school courses, went into the office. She
became an assistant secretary and a welfare officer, fighting for improvements. She
had a hatred of tyranny and strong principles from her Socialist Sunday school where
she also learned about sex, everything based on humanitarian principles. She later
became a National Insurance Officer.

Politics

Father was a radical. Totally opposed to Boer War. He voted Liberal. Very anti-
English, embroiled in Fenian Movement. Box under bed full of firearms. Father
would go off for months doing propaganda work for Fenians. Always rows about
politics in the house

Religion

Very devout as a child and had an altar in her bedroom. Father was Roman Catholic
insisting children went to Sunday school though he never went to church. Later her
sister went to a Labour church in Bolton. After father died, she left Roman Catholic
churc

Leisure

Father would act out Shakespearean tragedies when drunk and tell Irish fairy tales. No
social life with father. Whole family used the library and read aloud to mother. AF
became quite a good singer and joined Co-op choir. Father played cards and brothers

Health and childbirth

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Funeral.
Information on Courthauld's pension and profit sharing schemes and on Socialist
Sunday schools.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Bolton North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Thelma Crook 18.07.19609;
19.07.1969;
21.07.1969
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
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Text file name Interview ID
2000int073 73

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Leah Ward

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1877 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Dressmaker Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Three brothers, 2 sisters. Third in birth order. First 2 children died in infancy.
Mother's sister nearby would help if needed.

Marriage
Married in 1905. Met husband when he came to play organ at Methodist chapel.
Engaged for four years and had a big wedding. Three children.

Housing

Born in Westwood, Nottinghamshire. After a year, moved to a two up two down in
Fletchers Row, Codnor Park, three miles away. Two years later moved to Riddings
until married in 1905. Moves due to father's work. After marriage went to a newly
built rented h

Education

Parents taught themselves to read and write. Started school with woman in village at
two pence a week. No school in village so did not start junior school until age seven
when started at a church school learning arithmetic and composition for four pence a

Parents work history
Father was a hanger-on at colliery. Started at nine years. Then worked in ironstone
mine. When these closed, went into coalmining. On strike for 16 weeks in 1893.

Work history

Started as an apprentice dressmaker, unpaid for first 12 months, then a shilling a
week. Stayed there until 18, then started her own business. Husband worked as ‘butty’
in mine. Before that he was a fettler. Became a cinema organist and gave music
lessons. She made clothes as a volunteer for the Army in the village hall during war.

Politics
Father was a Liberal. LW became interested in Labour politics and joined Co-op
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Women's Guild, becoming secretary. In 1910 she went to the Co-op Congress in
Oxford. During war, she was on the Food Control Committee and Soldiers and Sailors
Families Associa

Religion

Methodist Sunday school and Band of Hope and was in choir. Parents did not go to
church but father joined Christadelphians when she was 12 and attended their
meetings. Whitsun processions of Band of Hope.

Leisure

Visits to grandparents at Ripley. Piano in house when 21 years and younger sister and
parents used to sing. Story books at home and from small lending library in village.
Nottingham Evening Post and Alfreton Times. Sunday school outings to Skegness.
Fathe

Health and childbirth

Mother made herb teas. LW had chloroform in childbirth. Her son was ill at 18
months and became deaf. Eldest son died of peritonitis in 1919 and her other son died
in childhood. Husband paid into sick club, Reccobites.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Wigan North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Thelma Crook 77.07.1969
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Text file name Interview ID

2000int074 74

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Sidney Joseph Mainey

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1898 Male Married

Occupation Occupational class

Railway inspector Employers and
managers

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eight children, 4 brothers. One killed in World War 1. Three sisters, 1 died aged 15.
Third in birth order. Mother very house proud. Father had good sense of humour and
was very approachable unless he had been drinking.

Marriage
Married in 1923. Three daughters.

Housing
Born in rented rooms in Tockworth Park, Liverpool. After two years, moved to
apartment in Fernhill Street for two years then to four room house in Handel Street
then to their own six room house in Cam Street in 1918 where she stayed until her
marriage.

Education

Started at Lady Mount Carmel then to St Bernard Roman Catholic school. Father
would help with school work. Could not sit for scholarship because could not afford
the books and uniform if successful. Left at 13.

Parents work history
Clerk to Belgian Consul then freight clerk in the docks. Sometimes a crane driver for
dock board.

Work history

A delivery boy while at school then worked in fish shop at seven shillings and six
pence a week. Volunteered for army at 16 or 17 years but too young. Went to Great
Western Railway as a porter at the Docks, on a 60 hour week at 21 shillings a week.
Went into army in 1916 then returned to Great Western Railway.

Politics
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Father was a Liberal. Mother had no views. Father very in favour of free trade and
tariff reform. At 13, SM admired Tom Mann and believed in Trade Union
organisation. Later voted Labour.

Religion

Roman Catholic morning service and afternoon Sunday school. Father attended
church in his younger days but mother never went. Sang in choir. Grace at meals. Lost
his faith during World War I.

Leisure

Father was expert at telling stories. Annual visit to pantomime. Piano in house but no
one played. SM liked singing and would like to have been a good singer. Classic
novels and evening and Sunday papers. Visits to relations and seaside outings to New
Bri

Health and childbirth
Mother gave them Gregory and liquorice powders.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Friction
in playground between Roman Catholics and Protestants. Would ask "Irish or
Orange?" Children from Orange Lodge would throw bags of pepper at Roman
Catholic parades.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 22.09.1969
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Title First name(s) Second name
Miss Bessie Chadwick

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1901 Female Not married
Occupation Occupational class
Clerk Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Four children. Three brothers, second in birth order. Woman came in for housework
and childcare but regarded as part of the establishment. Parents were teetotallers.
Meals were a social occasion. Always a certain reserve between parents and children.
Stru

Marriage
Never married.

Housing
Born over tobacconist/newsagents owned by grandfather in Chester Road, Hulme.
Lived there for eight years then moved to Kersle View, Pendleton for 21 months then
to four bed house with bathroom in Ellis Street, Pendleton. Grandfather, uncle and
aunt lived

Education

Started at three at church school then went to St Anne's Church School. She went to
Holton bank, a new school where she learnt French. Left at 14. She attended night
school for commercial courses and later took University courses in psychology and
social

Parents work history

Father was a tallow refiner and he and her mother also ran the Newsagents from 6am -
11pm. He became a traveller for a jam firm then went back to the tallow factory.
Mother had been a weaver where it was so noisy that they had to learn to lip read.

Work history

First job at Kendal Milne's as a clerk for five months at five shillings a week. At 17,
started work at health office and was due to take the Sanitary Inspector's exam but
war came so did not take it. Attended classes on public health at Technical College on
three nights a week. Became member of NALGO. She then went to the Child Welfare
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Department in Salford - Salford were pioneers in health visiting. She became Senior
Clerk then Chief Clerk in Child Welfare. She finished up organising Home Help
Service.

Politics
As a shopkeeper father never talked about politics though BC recalls discussion of the
1911 Insurance Act. BC took no part in politics because of her job.

Religion
Church of England Sunday school, morning and evening service. Band of Hope.

Leisure

Family concerts as grandfather and brother could play any instrument. American
organ in the house. Played games as a family in the park. Lots of books and mother
was very well read, quoting from Thackeray and Hardy and teaching them to read.
Weekly Telegr

Health and childbirth
Father made up a concoction of honey, lemon juice and cod liver oil.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.
Existence of Ladies Public Health Society in Salford with voluntary health visitors
before Corporation employed any. They also ran clinics. A great deal of poverty in
Salford.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Anne Burke 09.07.1969;
13.07.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int076 76

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs G. Blackall

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1895 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Two brothers, 4 sisters. GB the last but 1. Parents from Norfolk. A wonderful mother
and a good father though he was very strict. A very happy, united family.

Marriage

Married in 1917. Met her husband at a Sunday school outing and engaged for three
years. She wore a grey costume with blue accessories and had a honeymoon in
Longley, Buckinghamshire. Husband given a week's leave to get married. One son
and a daughter.

Housing

Born in Paddington Green Police Station and moved to Queen's Park Estate when
seven years. They remained there, first living in 5th Avenue then to 2nd Avenue.
They lived with Councillor Haycock in 5th Ave. He had two rooms in the house and
they had the re

Education
Started at five at Droop Street, a London Board School and left at 14.

Parents work history
Father was a policeman earning 30 shillings a week then went to a job on the borough
council.

Work history

Went into dressmaking, making buttons and braid for two shillings and six pence a
week for a year but found this very tedious. She then became a doctor's receptionist
with some housework at 12 pounds a year. In 1917 went as a Voluntary Aid
Detachment to a hospital until the end of the war, on the telesceum at King Edward
VIl Hospital for Officers. Husband worked as a maintenance engineer for Great
Western Railway for 58 years.
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Politics

Father was Conservative as he felt they were most responsible, mother the same. GB
was a Liberal. Husband was Labour but GB did not vote as she did not want to go
against her husband. She thought Labour was good in thought but not in practice.

Religion
Church of England Sunday school, morning and evening service and in the choir.
Parents did not go to church. Grace at meals. Continues to attend church with her
husband.

Leisure

Father spent evenings at home where they played draughts and cards and had a
gramophone. Father would take them to Kensington Gardens and the Serpentine.
Annual month's holiday in Norfolk at family home. Family music-making. Lots of
books, Sunday paper an

Health and childbirth
Husband lost some of his fingers at work and was off for three months, receiving
partial compensation. She once burst a blood vessel.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.
Description of Police.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation London London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Marie Brown ??.11.1969

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int077 77

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Thomas Patrick  Brennan

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1896 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Post office worker -  Clerical and foremen
clerical

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

One brother and sister. TP the middle child. Older brother ran house when father died
in 1913. Parents from Ireland - father disillusioned when he arrived in England. Old
fashioned mother who did everything for them. Easygoing and affectionate father. No

Marriage
1924

Housing

Born in two up two down in Old Swan Lane, Liverpool. Moved to Stoneycroft in
1913 after father's death. Moved due to need for better facilities. Notes that in
Liverpool, most landlords were Welsh.

Education

Started at three at Roman Catholic school and was taught by women teachers for
whole of school life. Constant truants were sent to truant school at High Town for two
to three weeks. Left at 14. Boer War was on so borrowed books on South Africa from
Carneg

Parents work history

Father helped to run his father's farm in Ireland then came to UK where he became a
horse keeper for Liverpool Co. and Tramways. When horse cars finished, moved onto
driving horse trams. Mother had also been a farmer's daughter helping on farm.

Work history

As a boy, helped in greengrocers. Offered a job with a film renter but father keen on
them getting pensionable jobs so went into post office a telegraph boy at five shillings
a week. Six-hundred and fifty such boys in Liverpool. Had to do an hour's drill
everyday as an extra. Details of Post Office training and work as postman. At 16 sat
civil service exam and became a postman. In the army from 1915-1919. Details of
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army life and Somme offensive. Returned to Post Office where he took exam for
sorting and telegraphists. Then went into clerical section, dealing with complaints and
the accounts office. Wife's father was a police sergeant.

Politics
Did not know father's politics. Notes that, in his office, Trade Union and Labour
politics was looked down on and you could be dismissed.

Religion

Roman Catholic, in choir and an altar boy so most of Sunday was spent in church.
Father would accompany them to church, only time out with him. Mother went to
early mass. He loved being an altar boy and in the choir, especially at Easter and
Christmas. Su

Leisure

Read Boys Adventure books and borrowed books from Carnegie Library. Father had
the Evening Echo. Holidays to relatives in Ireland, especially at haymaking time.
Sunday school treats to Southport. Cricket after choir practice and competitions. The
Young me

Health and childbirth

Father contacted bronchial asthma. Seen by doctor from Corporation and ill for three
months. TB had breakdown in health and saw a Post Office doctor who dispatched
him to an isolation hospital. But he refused to get in ambulance. Eventually forced to

go.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.
Information on the Police Force. His father also drove four-in-hands at Aintree and at
big race meetings so came into contact with such as Lord Derby and Lord Sefton. He
was a great horseman. Children were not allowed to play cricket on day of King
Edward's funeral - they were chased from park by policeman. Recalls how Pastor
George White objected to High Church practices in local Church of England church
and led a huge march with bands in protest. TP thought people were far more
charitable to one another at the time. Children from families in poverty given
corduroy suits and shoes by Police Aid Society. Stigma to wear such clothes.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 11.11.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int078 78

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Margaret Ellen  Lunn

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1887 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Jack frame tener Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eight children. Five brothers and 2 sisters, but eldest sister died in infancy. Seventh in
birth order, about 2 years between them. Washerwoman came in weekly. Father was
better educated than mother - a quiet man. Mother was main disciplinarian.

Marriage
1918. Husband had job in Canada but they met and he stayed here. He had been a
former friend of her brother and they had attended the same school. Small wedding.

Housing

Born in rented two up two down house in Channing Street, Bolton and moved to large
house owned by railway at age 11 as family was growing. Lived there until marriage
although father bought two houses in newly built row. ML collected rents. When
married, m

Education

Father read and wrote well. She started at five at Clarendon Street Board School
which was newly built at a penney a week. Left at 11 after passing the Labour Exam.
Attended dressmaking classes at night school.

Parents work history
Father was a cotton spinner, then insurance agent at 50. He was an officer in the
Spinners Union; collecting subs. Mother had previously worked in cotton mill.

Work history

Started a half times in weaving mill at Horrocks making yields, called 'reaching'.
Details of process. Went into cotton mill, carding at Ainsworths. Then, because
dismissed due to mother's ill health, went to Wolfendens, working on frames, putting
bobbins on spindles, a box tender, later promoted to two frames. All done on
piecework. Belonged to Trade Union - Card Room Association. Husband was a good
pianist and could have been a piano teacher but lost his thumbs in accident at work.
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Started again as a plasterer but unable to get work as not apprenticed here but had
learned trade in Canada. Started his own business as plasterer and joined Masters
Federation.

Politics

Father a Liberal. Mother also. Father attended meetings and canvassed. Both parents
were very keen on the Co-op. ML voted Labour until incident when husband was
blacklisted. He took Union to court and won. Voted Liberal in 1918 election

Religion
Wesleyan Sunday school and afternoon and evening service, sometimes with parents.
Band of Hope and choir. Notes that poorer people in the area were all Roman
Catholics.

Leisure

ML was a great reader and they had books in the house including biographies of
Gladstone, Pitt and the classics. They took the Evening News, The Guardian, and
Bolton Guardian Outings with parents to Windermere and annual holidays in
Blackpool (Monday-Thur

Health and childbirth

Mother made medicine from camomile flowers and treacle. Mother ill with bronchitis
so ML had to stay at home and was dismissed from job. Mills had watch houses
where workers sent in event of accident for first aid.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Bolton North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Thelma Crook 18.07.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int079 79

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Anne Dible

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1904 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Cleaner Unskilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 7. Two sisters (died at birth), 4 brothers, 1 of whom died at 14. Father kind
though rather abrupt. Mother seemed more affectionate to the boys. Paternal
grandmother, a widow, always lived with them. Close relationship with grandmother.
Father's

Marriage
Married in 1929.

Housing
Born in Liverpool. Moved when nine years old to larger four bed house as family
grew. Stayed there until marriage.

Education
Started at Church of England school at 5. Went to evening class for millinery (one
session only).

Parents work history

Father worked for gas Company for 50 years. Mother had been cigar maker in Co-
ops. Made rag dolls for extra cash, helped by father. She worked in munitions in
World War I. Mother's brother was a rent collector and was seen as well-off.

Work history

Paper girl while at school. Shop assistant in sweet and tobacco shop and prepared
baskets of fruit for travellers at six shillings and six pence a week. She then went to
Ogdens Tobacco factory, packing then on the machines, recommended by an aunt
who worked there as forewoman at seven shillings and six pence a week. Also
worked on Saturday afternoons at Woolworths for two shillings and six pence. After
marriage, had a job in Martins Bank. Husband, a clerical worker, an insurance agent
and door to door salesman. Eventually he ended up as a wages clerk.
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Politics

Father was Conservative as he thought them the proper people to govern. Mother also
Conservative. Recalls Bessie Braddock's mother holding street meetings re. Trade
Union matters.

Religion

Church of England Sunday school and choir. Canon from Church of England tried to
get father to sign the pledge but he refused. Grace at meals. Strong Orange Lodge in
the area attached to Protestant Reform Church.

Leisure

Occasional visits to park with father. Family visits and parties. Father played piano by
ear and they had a gramophone. No books in the house. Father read Evening echo to
mother. Sunday school outings in wagonette to Club Moor. Attended Girls Club run

by

Health and childbirth

AD suffered from bilious attacks due to nerves. One of her brothers suffered from
nervous debility and died at 14. Father belonged to a tontine for sick benefit. Doctor
would sometimes send for grandmother to help him. Had to be vaccinated to work in
toba

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. AD saw
shorthand/typists as higher on social scale than factory workers.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 04.11.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int080 80

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Alice Tulloch

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1894 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Book keeper Clerical and foremen
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Only child. Live-in kitchen maid and occasional help. Father was a stranger until she
was about 8 years as always away at sea. A self-sufficient child. Mother used to say
that a sailor's wife had to be mother and father. Grandfather's relations from Norfo

Marriage
1920. One son and daughter

Housing

Born in Dumbarton, Scotland. There for two years then moved to Bootle, to
Southampton, then to US. Returned to four bed house plus bathroom in Trinity Road,
Bootle at age of 4. Stayed there for 10 years then to Aintree where they lived until
1939. Finally

Education

Went to kindergarten, a small private school in a house. Went on to another private
school in same district, where they were encouraged by the Principal to read the
papers and form opinions. Left at 16. She then went to Skerries College to prepare her
for

Parents work history

Grandfather was a seagoing engineer. Father was also a marine engineer who only
came home three times a year. Mother did book-keeping for her uncle, a ship's
chandler.

Work history

First job in an office doing book-keeping at 10 shillings a week. During World War 1,
went into munitions for six months but had to leave due to illness. In 1917, went into
shipping office as book-keeper.

Politics
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Mother was a Liberal. Father never voted as away. AT - a Liberal.

Religion
Mother was Congregationalist, father Scotch Presbyterian. AT went to Baptist Sunday
school. Confirmed at 14 in Church of England.

Leisure

When home, father would take her out for lunch. Dancing and gym classes. Musical
evenings with family network. Theatre visits. Sunday school outings on canal barge to
Netherton. Family visits and friends always welcome to the house. Mother a great
reader.

Health and childbirth

Mother had bronchitis badly every winter - took glycerine, honey and lemon for her
cough. AT always a delicate child. Worries about her being overtaxed by exams. Her
son suffered from migraine attacks and thus had little schooling.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.
Lower classes tended to be Roman Catholic, mainly the Irish element. The Welsh in
Bootle went to chapel and built the chapels. Beautiful street and house decorations on
Saints' days but accompanied by drunkenness and fighting. The lowest job a woman
could do was to work in a sack factory.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ 19.01.1970
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int081 81

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Lilian Brady

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1897 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Corset maker Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
One sister, died at 7 years. Father helped with cooking. Very loving parents and a
generous father whom she idolised. A wonderful childhood. Mother born in Aden and
both sets of grandparents were army people - reason why they ate curry. Grandfather
became

Marriage
Met her husband at a dance. One daughter.

Housing
Born in Langstone Street, Salford. At five years, they moved to another Two-up-two-
down in same street. They then moved to a tripe business in Hodge Lane.

Education

Board school for Girls at West Liverpool Street. Parents very interested in her
education and encouraged her to learn. She was transferred to the newly built Seedley
Council School. Never happy at school after the change.

Parents work history
Father was a tripe dresser in the family business. Details of processes. Mother, a box
maker and later helped out as midwife.

Work history

helped in the tripe business until married then to Morton's corset factory, cleaning and
tidying fitting rooms at five shillings a week. Moved on to eyelet machine and cutting
out hessians as linings. From 1911-1915 learnt the corset trade. Her next job was in an
office preparing invoices at 17 shillings and six pence a week. Her husband worked
on the railway as a porter, shunter, then head shunter.

Politics
Father was Liberal but canvassed for his cousin, a Conservative candidate. Despite
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this, voted Liberal. Majority of Roman Catholics were Liberal.

Religion
Mother was Roman Catholic, Father Protestant. She was christened Roman Catholic
but went to chapel Sunday school and married in chapel. Never any dissension about
religion in family. Mother went to church at Easter and 1st May. Father became an
atheist af

Leisure

Books from PSA (Pleasant Sunday Afternoons) and prizes. Father read Evening News
and Sunday Empire. Annual holidays to Blackpool and Isle of Man. Family visits.
Played piano and she and father sang together, especially musical comedies. Mother
had seven s

Health and childbirth

Sister died of meningitis. Always rubbed with neatsfoot oil from cows' feet and drank
it (process described). Also bullock’s blood mixed with red wine for anaemia. Father
ill for 12 months during last illness. Mother suffered from bad chest, LB also.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.
Grandfather was in the Crimea and grandmother travelled with him. Mother born in
Aden and another sister in the jungle. Grandfather had a military funeral, on a gun
carriage. Description of this funeral and her sister's funeral.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Anne Burke 21.11.1969;
23.11.1969;
25.11.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int082 82

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr David William  Mitchell

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1899 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Lorry driver Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eldest of 12. Six girls, 6 boys. Expected to be responsible for younger siblings. One
brother died at 2 years, a sister at 14 years. Family had a very difficult time when
father was ill or in bad weather.

Marriage
Married in 1928. No children.

Housing
Born in five room house in Walnut Tree Close, Guildford. Lived there for 31 years
then moved to Margaret Road, Guildford.

Education

Church of England school then to senior school, where they went to carpentry classes
at another school in Charlottesville. Parents would discuss school progress. Left at 14
and very anxious to leave and start work.

Parents work history
Father was a brickyard worker and, before that, had been a regular soldier. He then
became a labourer at Dennis. Mother had been a parlour maid.

Work history

Paper boy while at school at a shilling and six pence a week and worked at Billings,
the printer, for five shillings. First full-time job as gardener's boy and boot cleaner at
seven shillings and six pence a week. Went into army in 1915 in the Queen's regiment
and returned to work for a haulage contractor, driving a lorry. There for 45 years. First
wife was an assistant laundry manageress; second wife was forewoman in laundry.

Politics
Father was a Conservative. DM and wife voted Liberal.
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Religion

Went to St Nicholas Church of England Church, Sunday school and Bible class.
Parents only went at christenings, death or marriages. At 12, he joined Salvation
Army and was in the boys’ band. Band of Love. Musical meetings with sacred music.
Continued in S

Leisure
Father was fond of reading and had a daily newspaper. Sunday walks with father.
Children used to sing at home but not parents, especially when relatives visited. Visits
to aunt in Leatherhead. Sunday school outings to Shelford Park or Great Quarry.
Mother

Health and childbirth

Sister died of enlarged heart at 14. Belonged to slate club for sickness benefit. Father
off work with illness some time before he died. DM's face badly gashed in war so he
was discharged.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.
Considered railway men to be most important people as they had good standard of
living. When father died in 1922, mother had to have help from Guardians. She was
allowed 10 shillings a week.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
~ 26.11.1969;
03.12.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int083 83

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Arthur Watson  Crosbie

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1900 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Tailor Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Four children. Two brothers and a sister. Second in birth order. Woman came in to
help with washing cleaning and children had a nanny. Mother affectionate, father less
approachable and strict about behaviour.

Marriage
Married in 1924. One daughter, a nurse. One son, who joined the police force.

Housing

Born in High St, Tonbridge, Kent over a tailor's shop and lived there until 1907 when
they moved to three bed house in Chesham Road, Guildford until 1918. Moved due to
father's job.

Education

Started at five at small prep school in Tonbridge. Then went to Trinity School, mixed
Church of England school at seven years. AC rather a backward child so father would
visit school to get them to push him. Left at 14. Went to technical college for comme

Parents work history

Paternal grandparents were bakers. Father was a tailor and a voluntary fireman. He
worked as the manager and cutter for Hanson Bros in Guildford and then opened his
own business. Mother had worked in millinery and drapers shop.

Work history

Acted as errand boy for father. Went into an Inland Revenue firm through his father.
First task was to write 75 letters in longhand at four shillings and six pence a week.
He then went to a private electrical company to learn about company book keeping at
12 shillings and six pence a week. He moved on to Dennis Bros' accounts department
with ledger work at 17 shillings and six pence week. Went into army in 1918 then
started in father's business. Told by his future wife that he was wasting time working
for father so found a job as assistant cutter in High Wycombe. Stayed there until
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father died in 1924 and then took over father's business. Before marriage, wife
worked as clerk to the Town Clerk. She later helped AC run the business.

Politics
Father was a staunch Conservative who thought the anarchist; Ramsey MacDonald
was ruining the country. Member of the Primrose League. AC voted Conservative.

Religion

Father was a Wesleyan but occasionally went to Church of England. Mother went to
St Mary’s and family had own pew. Bible class in the afternoon and in choir. Rector
of Guildford had three parishes, St Mary, Trinity and St Luke's so choir had to move
aroun

Leisure

Sister played piano. Fair amount of books in house, Daily Mail, Tit-Bits and parish
magazine. Parents read to them. Visited relatives. Cricket on Merrow Downs. Sunday
school outings to the sea by train. Cricket match and strawberry tea on farm. Visits to

Health and childbirth
Sent to live with aunt in Margate for 18 months as a baby due to delicate health.

Miscellaneous

First memories of Guildford were of drunkenness in streets on Friday/Saturdays.
Guildford smothered with landed gentry pre-1914, the High Street would be lined
with carriages. It was a favourite place for retired officers so always a lot of titles -
colonel etc. Difference between High Street and back street so AC's father went up in
world when he moved to High Street.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Audrey Hoskinson 11.11.1969

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 55

XML Text

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/notranscript.asp

Context

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/online/explore/nomaterial.asp

Noise Originals
Total tapes Type of tapes Tapes complete  reduction or copy
2 Open reel Yes No Originals



Study Number 2000
Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973
Thompson, P.

Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int084 84

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Artur William Covington

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1897 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Policeman Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Three children. Middle child of 3 brothers. Youngest born 10 years after him. Both
parents from Cambridgeshire. AC was the good boy of the family. Father took no
responsibility for the children. He was not a great conversationalist but easy. Mother
was af

Marriage
Married in 1923.

Housing

Born in Woodredon, in Essex. Lived there until 1916. After the army, he stayed with
an aunt in Plaistow for 12 months. They had a tied house called a 'Swiss cottage'.
They lived downstairs and there was an outside staircase for the people living above.
Th

Education

Started at three at mixed council school. One punishment was to sit a boy between
two girls. Girls punished by standing with books on their head. At 11 or 12 learnt to
carve from a man living on the farm. Mother paid a small amount for this. Left at 13.

Parents work history
Father was a farm labourer, a horseman.

Work history

Worked as a farm labourer at five shillings a week then as a garden boy. He next went
into a factory in Waltham Abbey as electrician’'s mate. He started to read up about the
subject. His electrician boss was sacked but AC kept on to clean machines, and then
was transferred to department making sporting ammunition. He moved on to a
nursery growing tomatoes then returned to the factory. In 1916 he went into the Royal
Artillery for four and half years. Details of war experience. After the war, he was out
of work for 10 months then went into the police force in 1921 with two months
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training. He joined the Police Federation. Wife had worked as a book binder's
assistant then as a sorter and packer in a tea factory then a tobacco company.
Policemen's wives were not allowed to work but she did office cleaning in World War
.

Politics
Father was Conservative. AC also Conservative.

Religion

Church of England Sunday school and evening service. Church organised a cantata, a
type of pageant. Mother sang solos at mission hall on Sunday afternoons. Grace at
meals.

Leisure

Played in Epping Forest and in the fields and had paper chases and football games.
Recalls no outings with father. Visited grandmother in Cambridgeshire for short
holidays. School prizes and the Sunday paper. Mother went to Mothers Union. Father
went to p

Health and childbirth

Mother died of pneumonia. Father had an accident on farm and broke his neck.
Weekly brimstone and treacle. AC broke his leg climbing trees and another time was
stung by bees from head to toe - bluebag applied. Father suffered from rheumatism.

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household and childrearing and social class.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Rural Barnsbury London
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Judy Froshaug ~

Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages

Yes Good 48

XML Text
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int085 85

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Vera Grace Frith

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1883 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Housework Unclassified

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Youngest of 10 children. Six sisters, 3 brothers, 1 sister died. Father very gentle and
intellectual. A very united family who always helped 1 another. Washerwoman and
machinist came in to make clothes. Maternal grandfather was a man of independent
means.

Marriage
1904. Knew her husband for eight years as he helped father in the garden. Engaged
for two years. Three children, a son and twin girls.

Housing

Born in Fore Street, Edmonton where they lived for six years. Moved to Bury Street
in Lower Edmonton and stayed there for two years They moved on to Belmont Lodge
with four bedrooms, large grounds and two long greenhouses until VF was 13, then
went to The

Education

Started at St Barnabas Church School but he and his sister had not been christened so
row with vicar. She was taken away and sent to St Katherine's College where they had
drill with a Sergeant Major and learnt French. There was a feud between their school

Parents work history

Father worked with his father as a basket maker. When they rented Belmont Lodge,
the family worked in the garden and greenhouse. He returned to basket making and
they had a shop in Edmonton where all the family worked. Mother used to do penny
readings.

Work history

VF never went out to work. She worked for the family in house and garden until
married. Her husband was also a basket maker and had managed a little business for
her brother. He later had a shop in Penge. He had a government contract for large
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baskets for the Royal Air Force but life was often a struggle.

Politics

Father not interested in politics but VF thinks he was Conservative. Brother became a
strong Conservative and would go round in a van 'spouting’. VF and husband both
paid two shillings and six pence per annum to Conservative party. They went to
election m

Religion
The family held services at home in a large room at Belmont Lodge and had Bible
readings with neighbours coming in. Father did not believe in christening his children
so problems with Vicar at church school. Brother joined the Salvation Army and
sister, N

Leisure
Mother read all the time. She would read at nearby gipsy encampment and help them.
She organised spelling bees for the family. Outings to Theydon Boyes in horse brake
and annual holidays to Yarmouth and Isle of Wight. Never visited a theatre or a
cinema.

Health and childbirth

VF suffered from screaming fits in the night and would be comforted by father. Father
had a weak heart and needed nourishing food. He also had smallpox before she was
born. VF was hypnotised during birth of her twins in 1909. Her son had severe
asthma.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Mother
and friends would make large copper pot full of pea soup to distribute among poor
with bones from butcher and ingredients from corn chandler. Parents would visit the
sick and poor to cheer them up. Father refused to pay part of rates relating to
education as paid for his children's school. Mother would act as interpreter for
Belgian refugees who spoke French and any arguments between parents were
conducted in French.. Mother was friendly with Charles Dickens and had Dickens’s
chair. She used to read his monthly serials at penny readings. They considered
themselves middle-class due to their family connections.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation East Mersea East of England
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

~ ~
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int086 86

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr William John Norris

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1900 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Railwayman Semi-skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family
Eldest of 5 children. Three brothers and a sister. Mother was very affectionate, father
more abrupt. Mother was the Florence Nightingale of the neighbourhood. A close knit
family.

Marriage
Married in 1921. Two sons. One, a maintenance electrician, Justice of the Peace and
UD Councillor. The second works for Shell-Mex as Advanced Driving Instructor.

Housing

Born in Pendel Street, Liverpool. Moved to Nursey Street, off Great Ormond Street
because it was nearer to father's work. They then went to a larger three bed house in
Crete Street. Lived there until his marriage.

Education

Church of England Christchurch School then sent to Stanley Road Board School
because he was accused of stealing a rubber so mother took him away from first
school. Very happy school days with a marvellous schoolmaster who would give
extra help after schoo

Parents work history

Father was a carter, driving a team wagon and was always at work, often from 3am-
10pm. Mother had worked at Hartleys and did office cleaning after marriage. She also
helped the midwife and laid out the dead.

Work history

While at school, worked in bake house for two shillings and six pence a week. He
then went on the North Western Railway which required three character references
and a medical. He worked in the Dispatch Office as invoice lad at five shillings and
six pence a week. They had three days holiday plus free passes and privilege tickets.
He went on to number taking of goods wagons starting at 3.45am. In his 51 years, he
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covered every job; porter, ticket collector, shunter, signalman, guard. Retired as senior
guard in North West area. Member of National Union of Railwaymen. During World
War I, was in charge of horses from Canada and Ireland. Had to box them on special
trains so exempted from war service. Refers to different rail unions.

Politics

Father was Conservative to keep his job. Father was in Orange Band which supported
the Tories at election times. Recalls lead up to Bloody Sunday Attached notes indicate
that WN voted Labour.

Religion

Father was a non-Conformist, belonged to protestant reformists. Father went to Men's
Bible Classes and they all went to the evening service. Grace at meals. Streets
decorated on 12 July. Continued to go to church once started work.

Leisure

Mother played piano. Plenty of books in house and a few magazines plus Weekly
Courier. Never visited relations. Family outings to sea by train. He had three school
holidays in Dalton in Furness and Thurston Common. Holiday with parents to Isle of
Man. Sun

Health and childbirth
Weekly Senna Pods and Gregory powders. Tontine for sickness benefit.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. Cellar
shops where the very poor went for basins of pig's cheek and cabbage or peas. On the
railway, engine drivers were superior so walked ahead of fireman. WP Hartley seen as
the first gentleman employer.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes

Ray Collins 12.02.1970
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int087 87

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Eliza Ormiston

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1889 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Weaver Skilled manual
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Father died when EO 1 week old. Mother remarried twice. Cousin came to live with
them. Two children. One older brother. Live-in servant when mother in shop. Mother
was very peace-loving, a good mother.

Marriage
Married in 1938. No children.

Housing

Born in Talbot Road, Leigh and there for 12 months then moved to a shop in Plank
Lane with grandparents and two uncles. They left there when she was 13 and went to
Bolton High Street when her mother remarried. Lived there for two years then to three
bed h

Education
No information on education. Went to confectionary classes to learn icing.

Parents work history

Father was a miner. Mother's second husband was a butcher who killed himself with
drink; second husband was an insurance agent who did some private teaching for
shorthand/typing. Mother was in service at her local Post Office and also helped out
there.

Work history
Did not work outside home but has made hundreds of wedding cakes since 1915.

Politics
Her second step father was election agent for labour. Mother was Liberal.

Religion
Father was a Sunday school teacher. She went to Methodist Sunday school and
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morning and evening services. Occasionally mother went in the evening. Grace said
on Sunday. Joined Band of Hope and Christian Endeavour.

Leisure
Books such as children's annuals and mother had local paper. Sunday school outings
to Southport by train. Stepfather played the American organ and was in a brass band.
Usual childhood games - hopscotch, shuttlecock. Walks after church and musical
evenings

Health and childbirth

Father died aged two seven from pneumonia as a result of processing in cold with
Sunday school class. He had had an accident in the pit, breaking his arm when
squashed in the cage. EO had typhoid fever and was kept isolated at home. Mother
suffered from a

Miscellaneous
Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class. At a
funeral, coachmen drank from tankards with handles wrapped round with lemon peel.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Bolton North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Thelma Crook 20.06.1969;
27.06.1969
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
Yes Good 27
XML Text
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int088 88

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Dan McCarten
Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1895 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Worker in biscuit Unskilled manual
manufacturing

department

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eldest of 3 brothers, a sister died before he was born. Father died when he was 8 or 9
years. Very loving mother. Father was always ill and fond of alcohol. No use as a
father. Stepfather was a very good man - brought happiness to family. Called him

'pop’

Marriage
Married twice. First wife worked at Crawfords. A daughter who worked at Crawfords
and A son worked in Telephone Dept of the Post Office.

Housing
Born in Prince Edwin Street, Lower Broughton, in Protestant quarter. Moved to
Salisbury Street for 10 years. Next went to Hepworth Street then to Syke Street off
Queens Road, Sykesbury. Very poor houses, sometimes sharing with three or four
families.

Education
St Francis Saviours Roman Catholic School. DM went to a free dinner centre from
school. Left at 13 and half.

Parents work history
Father was a slaughterer in an abattoir. Step father was a shipbuilding engineer,
formerly a policeman. Mother was a cleaner after marriage.

Work history

DM sold matches and postcards as a boy with permit from police (had a belt). Worked
for glass bevellers, sieving sand at four shillings and six pence a week (no Saturday
work because a Jewish firm and no Sunday). Then he was a handcart delivery boy
carrying souwesters for seven shillings. He next went to Crawfords biscuit factory. In
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1912 he joined the Territorials and was called up in 1914 into the Cycle Battalion. He
was demobilised in 1919 and returned to Crawfords.

Politics
No idea of parents' political views.

Religion

Roman Catholic, St Francis Saviours. Father was Roman Catholic. Mother Protestant.
Mother saw that they went to church and occasionally to Sunday school. Sometimes
said Grace at meals.

Leisure

Rarely went on outings and could not afford holidays. After he left school went to St
Francis Saviour's Old Boys Club for snooker etc. Mother only started to enjoy herself
after second marriage. Parents belonged to diddlum club - paying different amounts

Health and childbirth
Father always in hospital with an ulcerated leg. DM caught pneumonia in the
trenches.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class.
‘Sheltering house' where police would take lost children. After father's death, they had
help from the parish - oatmeal, tea, bread but no money.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Liverpool North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Ray Collins 09.02.1969;
10.02.1969
Transcript complete  Transcript quality  Number of pages
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int089 89

Title First name(s) Second name

Mr Richard Morgan

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1904 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class

Post office worker Semi-skilled manual

Key topics
Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Three children. A brother and sister who died in infancy. Father was a handsome man,
liked by women, an adventurer by temperament. RM looked up to him. RM used to
stay with maternal grandmother and share her bed. One day found her dead beside
him next mor

Marriage
Married in 1940. Two daughters, both fashion models.

Housing

Born in Windsor Bridge, Salford. After five years moved to five room house in
Albion Street for another five years. Moved to Benson Street to have more room.
Used to go to public baths.

Education

Went to non-sectarian industrial school from 8-5.30. Involved a lot of hard physical
work. Good teachers. RM helped with school paperwork and did the attendance
ledgers. Very strict discipline as children sent there as a punishment. RM sent there
for trua

Parents work history
Father was a seaman. Mother worked for firm in Deansgate but no details of what she
did.

Work history

At nine or 10 he milked cows at the cattle market and did red raddling for sheep when
should have been at school. First job with glass works then as trolley boy for
tramways at nine shillings a week. Went into army for 12 years, the 17 Twenty First
Lancers in tanks then into Post Office in garage as maintenance man.

Politics
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Unaware of father's politics. RM inclined to Labour.

Religion

Father Roman Catholic, mother Protestant. Baptised into Protestant church then taken
by paternal grandmother for baptism in St John's Cathedral as Roman Catholic as
Francis John. Used to go to Ragged Sunday School run by MacDougalls which also
had weekly

Leisure

Visits to friends and regular visitors. Musical evenings and parlour games. Once a
year young people would wait on older folk then reverse. Used to round up stray dogs
and keep them in cellars and kept chickens there as well. Ragged school offered
drama,

Health and childbirth
Saw the local doctor as a member of the family; would always come out. Fee
collected by 'doctor's man'.

Miscellaneous
Very aware of class distinction. Saw the bosses as the enemy. Also thought distinction
between craftsmen and labourers only started after World War I.

Location of Place of

Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int090 90

Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Arthur Turner

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1885 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Engineer Skilled manual

Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Youngest of 7. Five brothers, 1 sister died at 5. Struggle for survival - a very tough
childhood. Very poor family so children went to school in bare feet and ate on the
floor with no cutlery. Life very difficult when he was first married.

Marriage

Married at 17 in 1903, giving his age as 20 years. Father disapproved as he was so
young. He was at the same school as his wife. Two daughters died in infancy, two
sons.

Housing

Born in Garnett Wolsey Street, Pendleton. After two years moved to two up two down
house in Franchise Street (now Rossll Street) until marriage. No washing facilities so
had to bathe in canal and public baths. Very poor housing, sand on floors and straw p

Education

Father was illiterate. Started at Street Thomas school then to John Street school. Left
at 13 but read widely about engineering, boilers etc. Local workhouse children had
their own school.

Parents work history
Father was a blacksmith striker at Adelphi Bleach Works then went to Lancashire
Dynamo Co making armature winders. Mother had been a four loom weaver.

Work history

Sold papers as a boy and did gardening. At 13, went into pit as a wagonner at a
shilling and six pence per day then as coal cutter. Description of work in pit and
Chorty masters. At 16 sent to HMS Caledonia, for loitering with intent, for three years
boys service. Ran away but was captured and birched which put him in hospital.
Doctor recommended he should be discharged from navy under Queen's Reprieve.
Worked at Radcliffes as an engineer then as steam roller driver, travelling across the
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country. Reserve in the army in World War 1, with the Lance Fusiliers. Was buried in
the Bowman Tunnel and invalided home. On return to civvy Street, was unemployed
then returned to Armstrong Whitworths Engineers. Later went into maintenance work
for Salford Education Service. On retirement worked as a chimney sweep.

Politics
Father took no interest. He did vote but was illiterate. AT did not think he knew what
he was doing. AT and wife voted Labour.

Religion
Attended Mission in order to get soup and food at night. Never went to church as had
no special Sunday clothes. Noted that Roman Catholics were more frightened of
priests than the police. After his marriage, went to church with his family and the
children

Leisure

As children, they were always out of the house. Had a daily paper but no books in
house. Only holiday he had was a collier's trip to Southport. Went with Cinderella
club to theatre. Mother never went out, father only to the pub after which AT had to
talk

Health and childbirth
AT had spinal meningitis due to being buried in tunnel in World War 1.

Miscellaneous

On Bell Horse Day, May 1, Corporation horses were decorated. Stories about
mother's fortune telling. Pit explosion due to pendleton fault in 1898. Pit ponies were
called 'gals'. AT sent to Strangeways for three days for loitering. Info on Strangeways
and police brutality. Description of lodging houses. Father nearly chopped off his
fingers when he took food from his plate. Drunks taken back to police station on a
stretcher, some were blacklisted and photos displayed in pubs by order of magistrates.
Tale of Brockie Price, locked up 60 times. Story of a local murder. Moonlight flits.
AT would steal vegetables to give to some poor old woman. Scuttlers: Liverpool
gangs were very tough and wore belts with brass buckles. Red Heriot, one of their
leaders always carried a knife. Further details of AT's life in attached notes.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Conurbation Salford North West
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
~ 02.02.1970;

04.02.1970;

06.02.1970
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int091 91
Title First name(s) Second name
Mr Thomas White

William
Year of birth  Gender Marriage status
1894 Male Married
Occupation Occupational class
Journalist Professional
Key topics

Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eldest of 3 children. A brother and sister. Live-in maid whom father treated as a
daughter. A very close family. Mother was very economical and children brought up
to be careful with money.

Marriage
Married in 1923. Two sons - one an electrical engineer, the other a Major in the Royal
Signals and a daughter who was a PE teacher

Housing

Born in three bed house in Nightingale Road, Guildford and lived there for 13 years.
Then moved to four bed house plus bathroom bought with a mortgage in nearby Stoke
Road until 1914. Moves due to need for a larger house.

Education

Started at a private school then at eight years went to newly built council school for
boys from mixed backgrounds including from poor law homes. School divided into
gangs supporting Oxford or Cambridge. At 13 went to grammar School for Boys.
Headmaster w

Parents work history
Father was a journalist, newspaper editor and company director.

Work history

Started as apprentice journalist. From 16-18 was in composing room then became a
copyholder and graduated as a reporter at 12 shillings and six pence a week. Went
into the army then returned to the paper. Junior member of Institute of Journalists.

Politics
Father was a Liberal, party member and on Executive Committee and on Borough
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Education Committee. Advocated a progressive line in his editorials. Mother shared
his views

Religion
Parents were religious. Church of England Sunday school at Street Saviours in
afternoon and evening service as a family where he disapproved of paying for pew as
matter of principle. Grace at meals. Notes Congregational church was very strong and
had a Su

Leisure

Father read to them, told stories and taught them chess - member of Chess Club.
Walks and cricket with father. Lots of books and newspapers and annual seaside
holiday. Summer picnics. Scout camp. Parents went to concerts and theatre and father
played at B

Health and childbirth
Brimstone and treacle in the Spring.

Miscellaneous

Extensive information on running of household, childrearing and social class
Guildford had a considerable business community at the time especially in the
building and retail trades. Railway had 400 to 500 employees which brought in large
number of Irish Catholics. Most of the large stores had staff living in. All members of
a coroner's jury had to view the body.

Location of Place of
Interview Location type interview Region
Interviewee's home Town Guildford South East
Name of interview Dates of interview Interview notes
Mary Herbert 07.10.1969;
15.10.1969
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Summary sheet

Text file name Interview ID
2000int092 92

Title First name(s) Second name
Mrs Rose Jeanette Underwood

Year of birth  Gender Marriage status

1897 Female Married
Occupation Occupational class
Warden - old Clerical and foremen

peoples communities

Key topics
Family, housing, discipline, education, work, leisure, religion, politics, marriage,
childbirth and local community.

Family

Eldest of 4. Three brothers. Father was a gambler. Mother left the family when RU
was 8 due to father's behaviour and moved in with Tom Brown. Mother excluded
from family because she left. A year later she went to live with mother and boys
stayed with fat

Marriage
Married in 1922.

Housing

Born in Priory Street, Bow then to a series of houses in Bow area. Family moving all
the time, possibly due to debt. Best memories of a house in Oxes Road where they
had one room upstairs and all slept in one bed.

Education

Started at Brett Street School at three and a half and had a play hour after school there
with toys provided. Then went to Red School, Bromley by Bow and several other
schools due to moves. Left at 14.

Parents work history

Maternal grandfather was mechanic at a gin factory. Father was a boilermaker but
spent more time selling shellfish from Billingsgate. Also tried to be a bookmaker but
failed. Tom Brown worked in Docks.

Work history

First job was sorting gum at shillings a week. Then to Bartons for six shillings and 10
pence week and on to the rope grounds at eight shillings and six pence, shredding
jute. Very dusty and dirty work. She next went to Lustys, the turtle soup king
producing soldiers rations. After the war she was unemployed but then got a job at
Ever Ready making batteries. Her husband was on the railway.
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Politics

No idea of father's or Tom Brown's politics. Grandfather was Liberal and went to
Liberal Club. RU's admiration for George Lansbury. Her aunt was friendly with
Lansbury and Mrs Pankhurst and supported women's rights.

Religion

Baptist Sunday school and later Baptist church but would not be baptised. Family was
officially Church of England though parents never went to church. Band of Hope at
the Congregational church and pictures at the Tabernacle.

Leisure

Taught herself to play grandmother's 