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National Statement by External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar at the General Debate
of the 78th UNGA September 26, 2023 Mr. President, Excellencies, Distinguished Members
of the General Assembly, Namaste from Bharat! Let me begin by expressing our
felicitations to the President of the General Assembly, H.E. Dennis Francis. And our
fullest support to the 78th UNGA’s theme of "Rebuilding Trust and Reigniting Global
Solidarity”. This is an occasion to take stock of our achievements and challenges even
while sharing our aspirations and goals. And indeed, in regard to both, there is much
that India has to share. Mr. President, the world is witnessing an exceptional period of
turmoil. As it is, structural inequities and uneven development have imposed burdens on
the Global South. But stresses have been aggravated by the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic and the repercussions of ongoing conflicts, tensions and disputes. As a result,
socio-economic gains of recent years have been rolled back. Resources for sustainable
development are severely challenged. And many countries really struggle to make ends
meet. Navigating the future appears even more daunting today. At this juncture, it was
with a sense of exceptional responsibility that India took up the Presidency of the G20.
Our vision of ‘One Earth, One Family, One Future’ sought to focus on the key concerns of
the many, not just the narrow interests of a few. In the words of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, it was to bridge divides, dismantle barriers and sow seeds of
collaboration that nourish a world, where unity prevails over discord and where shared
destiny eclipses isolation. The New Delhi G-20 Leaders’ Declaration articulates our
collective ability to do so. Excellencies, Friends, at a time when East-West
polarization is


