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Study Selection

The three stages of study selection were based on title, abstract, and full-text searches respectively
according to the relevant sections of the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-
Analyses Extension for Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-ScR) guideline (Figure /) [11].
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FIGURE 1: Study flow diagram (PRISMA-ScR flow chart)

Charting the Data

Evaluating each study involved a combination of numerical description and general thematic analysis. For

the former, the following information was extracted from each article: authors; country of authorship;

journal title; the year of publication; study design; sample size; type of OCT used; factors affecting SFCT;
quantitative outcomes. Through thematic analysis, other details about the studies were recorded, including,

important author's quotes, theoretical considerations, and any insights pertinent to the research area.

Collating, Summarizing, and Reporting the Results

The information drawn from each article was summarized and tabulated (Table ).
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